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TESTIMONY 


God's Power, - 


Breaking Forth, and Ariſing over the 
POWER of DARKNESS: 


\ Riſe thou Heavenly Birth, whoſe Glory is come up over 
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all the Earth , for the Beauty of Zr is broken forth, 

to ſhine in his Power and Strength, to ſcatter all thine 
Enemies, and remove them as a Cloud : For who is a God like + 4 
unto thy God, thou Little Stone, cut out of the Mountain with *Y 
out hands ? Muſt not all the Hills and Mountains fall beforehim 2 
Yea, that Capernaum, who is Exalted ſo bigh (where the Mighty 
Works have been done, yet not Repenting) muſt be brought 
down before Thee: the High and Lofty, in this thy Day ſhall be 
brought low, and abaſed before Thee: the Golden Image, ſet up 
through the Subtilty of the Man of Sin, thIne Adverſary,. which 
through Rebellion to thy Glory, makes Nations, People and Lan- - | 
guages, fall down and Worſhip it ; this ſhall be broken down by -* 7 
thy Power, and become as the Chaff on the Summer's Threſhing- ©. : 
Floor : and He alone, who is King of Righteouſneſs, Prince of : 
Peace, ſhall Raign over all, whoſe Right ic is, .whoſe Kingdomis =; 
an Everlaſting Kingdom ; and thou giveſbthy Little Flock a Fee. 
ling of this thy Kingdom ; through thy Grace thou makeſt them 
Inberitors of this thy Kingdom, in the Senſe of which Everlasi 
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Ming Joy ſprings up into their Souls , and the pourings in of thy 
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Precious Oyntment is renew'd to thy little Babes; & thou makelt 
their Bones to flouriſh asan Herb; yea, theſe Tender Plants, 
through the Shinings forth of thy Glory they omenmnonety : 
So what is nearer unto Thee, thou Glory of 1/rae!, then that 
which thou makeſt Partaker of thy Divine Nature ? Is ic not 
Bone of thy Bone, and Fleſh of thy Fleſh ? Is it not betrothed 
to thee in Righteouſneſs, -and become precious to thee days with- 
outend ? Haſt not thou put an End to the World in its Fleſh, 
which is Corruptible,Sinful and Unclean ? and haſt gathered in- 
co a New and Living Way, which is Conſecrated through his 
Power, who hath aboliſh'd Death, to give Life unto the Sons and 
Davghters of Men. 
- This is he of whomit is ſpoken, A Prince hall Rule in Righteouſ- 
neſs, in whomis Life, and theLife is the Lightof Men, the E- 
verlaſting Word, the Emanzel, the Help ofthe Poor, who gives 
a Kingdom to them that Travel on in the Righteous Path, which 
is prepared for the Ranſomed to walk in, where the Unclean and 
Double-mind cannot walk, its too {tcaight for them ; they muſt 
firſt have thcir Eye Single, beStript, and Waſh'd in forday, the 
River of Judgment, ere they can eaſily paſs in this Holy Way 
" (prepar'd for thoſe, viz. them that Fear the Lora) where no Lyon 
nor Ravenous Beaft can come ; yet th: Way-faring Men, though 
Fools (ro the World) cannot Err therein: Happy Condition 
to enter into, to be a Fool for Chriſt's ſake (as the Children of 
God were) that thou mayſt be Wiic in him, in whom is al! the 
Fulneſs of the Treaſfuresof God. And if thou wouldfſt betru- 
ly Wiſe, andenter into this ſtraight Path, which leads to Life, 
| this is thy Way, Become a Fool (tothe Wiſdom of this World) that 
rhou m«yſt be Wiſe : Buttbat which feeds on the Tree of Knowledg, 
Forbidden Fruit, Corruptible Wiſdom, cannot endure thts 
(Mean, Low, Contemptible) yer ſound Doctrine : For 
 T Cor. © the Preaching of the Croſs us to them that Periſh, Fapliſhneſs ; 
- *x:18. tothe J.ws, a Stumbling-block ; but to them that Believe unts 
d:2 Salvation, it # the Power of God : Behold what Difference 
here is in eff:& of the ſame Precious Truth, the Goſpel, and 


E- preaching.of the Croſs unta People; unto one fort, accounted 
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inthe Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not God, 

it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them that 

believe, wherein we come to ſee, having an Eye opened, how 

Satan has blinded Mulcitudes of People with his Wiſdom, which 

is from Beneath, Ic{t the Light of the Glorious Goſpel ſhould 

ſhine in their Hearts. And let us examine how it was firſt, Up- 
on diligent ſearch we find, It was principal'y in ſtriking at che 

Root of Innocency, through the Subtilty of the Serpent, thar 

leads into his Power of Darkneſs, who began to work to under- 

mine thatSimplicity which man had in theBeginning,wherein che 

Powerful Creator placed him, being his own Workmanſhip, in 

Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ; in this he ſtood as a Noble Vine, 

yet ſubject ro Degeneration ; therefore the Subtilty of that Ene« 

my, who had more Craft then all the Beaſts of the Field, cun- 
ningly ſecks by all Means poſſible to ſubject this Creature, in 

whom God's Image was, and bring it into Vanity, to believe a 

Lye, in a Falſe Hope, to Bring the Creation in Subjeftion to his 

Power; ſo he gets an Entrance in her, where he knew the Wea- 

F neſs moſt lay (viz. ) in Eve, and through that fallen and pcr- 
verted Subtilty he tempting her, ſhe became to ſubje to him, 
though not Willingly ; for there were Reaſonings, and ſome - 
Reliſtings;tor ſhe ſaid,God hath [aiggWe ſhall not Eat thereof: but be- 
ing overcome through the Evil,ſhe thereby Tempred Agdam;which 
they receiving into their Hearts through Unbelief, they became 
fallen from their Innocent State, into theDegenerate 
Plant of a Strange Vine; for, if they had ſtood in How 21; 
the Belief which God had placed in their Hearts, to came to 
believe his Command, and not lend an Ear to ano- fal,and the 
ther, they had kept in the Beantiful State, Burhe ZEwil Fruit 
whole working is from this, the beginning in Lying thereof. 
Wonders, dazles the Eye with a — Glory, | 
and brings them jurd an Unbelicf of what God had fpoken,to be- 
lievea Lye; hence he is called, Fhe Father of Lyezs, fo the Father 
»f Unbelief : For, the Ground of Unbelief is lendirg an Ear 
'0 the Lyar, which brought Adanmagd Eve ſubj: to Vanity; be 

1g Diſobedient to the Heavenly Command, and many through 
Mfobedience in Earthly Adam were made Sinners : The Good 
ot of Innocency being brought under, the Evil Roovof Un-Z 3 
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= belief, that prong vp; in which they wers departed from the 


Living God, drove out from his Paradice and Preſence; here 
eame into man the Loſs.; the Good Land, and the Fruitful,to be- 
come a Barren Wilderneſs; thePleaſant Place of Life and Light, 
turned into Curſed, Barrennefs, Death and Darkneſs, ſo that 
the whole Earth,through the Inchantment of this Prince of Dark- 
neſs, became Barren, as tots former Natural ProduRion of 
Good Things, and bfdught forth Thiſtles, Bryars and Thorns : 
ſo into Trouble man was involved, and mult of neceſſity eat 
his Bread in the Sweat of his Face.; and here abides by nature as 
one in Bondage to the Prince of the Air, being captivated into his 
will,he makes him feed in the Duſt with him; and he draws him on 
by the Cords of his Vanity in all the Wayes of Perdition, that 
he in this Eſtate is given up to belicve a Lye, and cannot in the 
leaſt do any thing (by bis own ſtrength) which may tend tru- 
ly to. his Comfort, Peace and Sati f:Rtion , for in his fallen E- 
ate he had not ſo much as the True Knowledge to get a ſufficient 
'% Covering for bis Nakedneſs, But *ris obſervable, 
Gen,z. - God, in his Compaſſionateneſs to his Creature, Man, 
I2, which he had mage, firſt gave unto him a Coat of Skznr, 
the firſt of God's'making for Man ; but how far Man 1s 
run from this plain Gazmetuy Ages and Generations ſince (de- 
monſtrate the Laticade of ther Superfluouſneſs, herein, which 
the Spirit of God has been Grieved with, and bas ſent his Ser- 
vants and Prophets to teſtifie againſt (thoſe Branches of the Evil 
Root of Pride both in the Dayes of Old, and in thele latter 
Dayes : For the Gord hath ſaid, Becauſe the Daughters of - 
Iſa. 3. Zion are Hunghty, and walk with Stretched-forth Necks, and 
16 Wanton Eyes , therefore he will ſmite the Crown of Pride, 
- -anddiſcover the ſecret parts of their Iniquity , and he will 
take away the Bravery of the Tinkling Ornaments, the Chains, the 
Bracelets, and the Mufflers the Rings, the Noſe-fewels, and the many 
Changeable Sits of Apparel : but the Time ſhould come, when theſe 
things ſhould be put of ; and inſtead of that Beauty, Burning, And 
tbe Lord has brought many tos know a Change from theleHhings, 
through tis Everlaſting Love, and has Redeemed many Sons and 
Danghters of :Ziox, through the Spiric of Judgment and Bur- 
ning inwardly, and brought into 7aceb's ſtate, who was a Plain 
. | Man; 
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Mani; and who are of that _ itil} + And the Ornament-- 
of 3 Meek and Quiet Spirit, that isput on by thoſe who love the 
Lord Jeſus,in whom is Life unto the Soul ; for the Kings Daugh- 
ters are Glorious within ; this Glory the Royal Seed of God 
are made Partakersof , and there is none but the Blind and Ige- 
norant, which preſs not after this Glory. | 

But to proceed a little further, as touching the Inward Di- 
greflion of this fallen Eſtate , Man being brought into the know- 
ledge of Evil, and into its Bondage, which before was hid from 
him, and he clear of; in this the Serpent begets an Aſſiſtant or 
Co-partner withhim,to fight againſt God, and their Aſpiration 
would be, to. Live forever in this Eſtate; but the Almighty ſeeing 
that, he placed Cherubims, and a Flaming-Sword, 
which turned every way, to keep the Way of the Gen, 3. 24: 
'Tree of Life, though man in his Wicked State 
would feed on the Tree of Life, and Live for- The Ground 
ever ; God has decreed the contrary, and ſhut- of Fightin 
him out;: Here is the Ground: of. all Fighters. againſt God, 
againſt God, being Naturally in the Tranſgreſſi- and bis Peo- 
on- of the Heavenly Command, they: would live ple. | 
forever in it, and be exalted above all that's called 
God. Hefeis the depth of Satans- Policy and Power, to keep 
Man under his Dominion all the dayes of his Life , poſſeſſing 
him with. a ſtrong Belief, That though be lives in this ( ſinful ) 
State and Condition, he ſhall not Dye. O |} how hath the Power of 
Darkneſs over-ſpread Nations through this Lye ? And what + 
Multitudes in this Deciſion have been carryed Head-long- inthis . 
Path of Deſtruction ? never coming to know the Power of that . 
Voice which was to Adam, Where art then ? for, this gave him 
quickly to apprehend, he was wrong, and he had loſtthe Favour 
of a Heavenly .Creator, and -become Adulterate with a Fallen 
Angel, who came to loſe that Name, being departed from Paris 
ty, he was termed Serpent, and on his Belly.to creep; 'and the 
Duſt to be his Food ; corruptible things hegives then plenty + 
to feed on,who obey bim,the Prince of Narkneſs, and they grow 
ftrong herein, who are his Children and Scrvants, :to work the- - 
Works of their Father ; as 'tis ſaid,” Te are of your Father the" .. 
Devil, and bis Lufts ye will do... hr oh go 4 
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(56) 
So that Cain, the brſt-Bory, through that ſeed of Evil and 
Enmity againſt God, which ſtood in bis Fleſh, through his 
Diſobedijence flew Abel (his Brother) and ſo became a Fighter 
againſt God , for the Ground of rhis was, Becauſe God accepted 
him not in his Sacrifice ,, but Abel, he being more in the Innocency 
of God,in that he was accepted : But no ſooner was man brought 
into the Degenerate and Loſt Eſtate, but the Vertue of the Crea- 
tor iſſues forth that Everlaſting Help, wherein Power is laid 
to Reſtore him out of it, left all ſhould Dye unto Eternity ; 
for that was the Work of the Enemy, to bring all under the 
Curſeunto Eternity. But through the Creator's Infinite Know» 
ledge of a Glorious Birth in his New 7eruſalem, he eruſhes the 
power of the Adverſary in his very Entrance, or Beginning : 
for as that which proceeded from the Serpent was Death, and 
brought into Death ; ſo that which proceeded from God was 
Life, and brought into Life again : In this (word) wherein he 
ſaid, The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe 
his Heel , ſo that Adam coming to hear (50d's Voice, there was 
ſomething {till remained in him, and a Seed, in which, as he 
came to believe in it, wowld gather him out of the Fall, that heiſheuld 
not dye unto Eternity ; which Seed was from the beginning not that 
by Nature but that by Grace;for the Nature of Man was Corrup- 
ted through the Sting of the Serpent --but in that ſomething of 
the work remained, which was incorruptible, in this. was 4bel 
accepted, and Generations gathered out of the Fal) through be- 
| heving in it, his 15 the Word which was in the 
Onur Foun- Beginning, which was God, which was Life, 
dation and which Life was & is the Light of Men to all Gene- 
Principle rations: Inthis Light, ſhewed forth inthe Secd, 
from the Be- the Promiſed Help, Abel offer'd a Sacrifice accep- 
ginning, table, by Faith ; who (as ſaith the Apoſtle) being 
+. Dead, yet ſpeaketh : Which ÞF bear Teſtimony to 1s 
our Principle, even that Faith wherein God is pleaſed with ys, - 
though haced by the World, and in Scorn called @aakers, ſo 
that from the Beginning, .through the Seed, Satans 'power hath 
been broken down.. And herein we come {all that are of this 
Seed by Grace) to have an Eye opened, to comprehend and fa- 
thom the Depth of Satan , 1. How his Power entered : 2, How 
ar 
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. Far his Power Feacheth:3.How quickly it is Overtdrtied.. . Firf, 
"How his Power Entered, is already mention'd. Secondly, His 
Power reacheth ſofar as the Nature of Diſobedience, which en- 

tered in the firſt Tranſgreſiion, ſtands in Man ; ſo that all who 
remain in this Nature, and are Branches of this Evil Root, they 
Dye in Sin and Miſery unto Eternity. ' Thirdly, In the Seed and 
Vertne of God's Power, which was from the Beginning, Man 
turning to it,through Faith,quickly is Satan's power overturned- 
ſo that Nations need not plead a Neceſſity for living in (in, un- 
der the power of this Prince of Darkneſs term of life : For, 

' who come tothe Light of Jeſus, which is appointed of the Fa- 
ther to Reſtore out of the Fal}, in him is witneſſed Satan's power 
overthrown, But remaining in the Diſobedience, the Heart is 
deſperately Wicked, full of Evil Imaginations and many Inven- 
tions, being tofled by the Prince of the Air, who rules in them; 
and the whole Earth came Corrupted, by all Fleſh's corrupting 
its way, through Uncleannefſs, ſo that it Grieved the Lord, and 
Repented bim that he had made Man : Yet ſome there were that 
Believed in the Seed, as Noab, when he kept in the perfe& Feel- 

ing of it; and inthis God moved him ro preparean Ark (for, - 
with him-he would eſtabliſh his Covenant) which Ark was for 
the ſaving a few Living Souls, witha part of the whole Creati- 
on, in ExpeCQtation, through his Divine Love unto Mankind, 
that in the Latter Dayes beter Fruits would be brought forth by 
them to his Glory , for 'tis ſaid, God Warned him of theſe things, 
wherefore he prepar'd an Ark for Preſervation, So that the power of 
Satan reacheth ſo far,in all who remain Diſobedient, as to cauſe- 

their utter Deſtruction and Ruin of Soul and Body, as it was 
in this Delupe. | 

And what was the Cauſe of this their total Deſtruction? Not 
for want of the Love of God to them, in his Seed and Spirit 

Nriving with them, wherein was Power, believing in it, -to 
give Strength to walk up ro God : But in being given up to the 
Luſts of their owa Hearts, they wrought Wickedneſs; and the 
Witneſs of God was covered in them through the Vail of Death. 
receiv'd in Adam's Tranfgreſſion. Yet here we prove, That God 
had a Witneſs for himſelf in the Firſt Generation. And his. -3 

Love was not wanting to Cain, in that be ſaid to him, If rho#t - 
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deft Wall, foalt thou not be Accepted ? 'but he ſinned, thought not ... 
after the fimulitude of Adaw's. Tranſgreſſjon ; that notwith.= | 
ſtanding God ſpoke to him, he Rebelled,: and Slew his Brother. 
And his Spirit did ſtrive with; People in. thoſe dayes, which he 
ſaid, Shoxld not alwayes do ſo : This was the Holy Witneſs of God, 
wherein he made knowyg bimfelf, in thoſe dayesto a Little Rem> 
nant, which walked wich him, and felt his Redeeming Power to 
Bruiſe the Head of the Serpent. 

And after the Flood, "ris ſaid, God Remembred what Man was, 
and that the Thoughts of his Heart continually were but vain, in that 
Natural State, and Weakneſs and Impet fettion ſtill continued upon the 
Creature ; ſo he gave Tokens unto Man, That no more the Waters ſhonld 
Over- flow the Earth, but there ſhould be Seed-Time, and Harveſt : 

And he ſaid tothe Sons of Noah, Be Fraitful, and Aful- 
Gen.g9. tiply, and Repleniſh the Earth , for the Fear and the Dread of 
you ſhall be upon every Beaſt, and upou every Fowl of the 
Air, andall that Mpverh upon the Barth, &c, Thus God made 
known his Love and Power unto Man again, in making all Crea- 
tures ſubje& tobim ; which Power, we ſee, is rightly from the 
Creator, and not- from the Serpent : though in his Uſurped: 
Power, he hath infuſed a Falſe Belief into Man, That in Falling, 
Dawn to him, or Obeying his Well, he can give them all theſe things, 
which he never had. Righgto give : ſo what the Wicked have, its 
| abafed by chis Uſurped Power; and-that ſaying is 
Prov.21.4. verified, .1n High Look, anda Proud Heart,  axd.rbe. 
Ploughing of the Wicked is Sin: For, though he ſaid 
unto the Woman, Do. this, and thow ſpalt net Dye,; yet the Com- 
mand muſt ſtand over the Head of the Serpent, The Day thou Eat -, 
et thereof, thou ſhalt dje. So this Bittet Root, or ſeed of Evi. 
| chis Traytor che Devil, hath ſown in the Heart of 
The Cauſe Man from the Beginning, which is (in; and in. 
his ſecret Policy, he makes it in apprehenſion ſweet 
Continue in unto the Taſte; ſo that every one 1n retaining and, 
Sn, commiſſion of ſin, has a kind of Delight or Com- 
_ placency in this Natural Corrupted Courſe, which 
tainstheSoul. Aud the Cauſe of Man's abiding, here, is, in 
that kis Eye is Blinded, and the Senſes Corrupted ; ſo thathere 
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ſay, wholy. ſwallowed: up with the Works of Death and Dark- 
eſs ; ſowith a kind of Greedineſs the Envious man goes on in 
his way z the Adulterer, the Lyar, the Swearer, the Proud, the 
Drunkard, the Diſſembler, the Hypocrite, &c.. all ina kind of 
Pleaſure kicking againſt the Lord, who created them not ro live 
1n theſe things :| Yet the Father of Lyes and Sins perſwades the 
Hearts of many, through a Falſe Alurement (which is Deluſion) 
that notwithſtanding theſe things (accounting them as Natural 
Corruptiens) they ſhall not Dye; but preſumes of a Mercy 
from God, which: he never appointed for the Tranſgreflfor ; 
for that which is appointed. for him is Death : ſo that through 
ſin, through the ſubtilty of its Author and Worker, ſcems plea- 
ſant to Man, yet the End is Bitter, the Wages thereof is Dcath : 
;Therefore all People are Exborted in the Fear of the Lord, to 
Watch,leſt the Root of Bitterneſs ſpring up in any,whoſe Love is 
.to their Creator. And there is not that Neceſſity for 
 Obeying this Enemy.of Mankind ,as Darkneſs,and Þ- No Neceſſi- 
the Prince thercof,would labour to keep people in; ty for livirg 
for with the Eye of God we ſce, That before the 5» Sin. 
Law, before the Birth was Born, Jeſus the Son of oat 
God made manifeſt in Fleſh, here was the Spirit of God ſtriving 
'to bring man out of the Fall ; and unto ſome God ſhewed forth 
his Power, to work mightily in them, and by them, according 
to his Pleaſure in thoſe ; A wherein 'Wpghbry Things outwardly 
were made manifeſt unto the Sons of Men ; which Vilible Appea- 
rances,after divers & ſundry manners,were to continue until the 
coming of -the Son of God, made manifeft in Fleſh z whoſe Ma- 
nifeſtation brought in the Perfet Freedom (where he was In- 
wardly receiyed) in whom God now ſpeakes to us , then all thax 
come to him, Raign over Satan's Power, So, in this, which is 
the Son, we fee unto the ſtate of things in every Seaſon ;, and in 
this Light there is no occaſion of Stumbling. | 
Ta-this Light we ſee the Ground of the Confuſion of Langua- 
pes; for the Time was, all the Earth was of one Language; 
but the Hearts of the Sons of Men being full of Inventions, and 
Evil Imaginations ; they ſaid, Let 5 build a Tower, whoſe To 
"may. reach to Heaven, leſt we be Home abroad in the” Face of th 
2 | W 
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whole Earth: Whoſe Safety is not in the Name of the Lord: 
they build a Tower in their own Imaginations, this ſtill remains - 
Man by Nature would: reach upto Heaverl, by his own Work- 
ings; bur its the Lord that ſcatters the Imaginations of the 
Wicked, and brings them to nought : for the Lord ſcattered the 
People upon the Face of the whole Earth, and ſtopt their Pre- 


| ſumtious Building ; ſo the'Name of it was called, Babe/;, which 


lignifies, The Confounding of Languages thronghont . the. whole Earth: 
Here People came to be divided into ſeveral Parts of the Earth, 
of which Canaan was one: And from the Sons of Noeab ſprung. 
Abram, unto whom the Lord ſpoke, and made known bimſelf 
in Power to him, in calling him out of his Country, which was. 
in Vz of the Caldeans; ſaying, Get thee ont of thy Connry, and 
from thy Father's Honſe, unto a Land that Iwill ſhew thee (which 
was the Land of the Cananites, the Hittite, the Amorites, the 
Perizites, the Febuſires, and the Gergafites, to be given to him 


- and his Seed } for ſaith the Lord, I wil make of.thee a Great Nation 


(for theſe Nations might be driven out, that his Seed might poſſeſs 
the Land) and thou ſoalt be a Bleſſing ;, and I will Bleſs them that 
Bleſs thee, and Curſe them that Curſe thee , and in thee ſhall all the. 
Families of the Earth be Bl:ſſed: And in ſeveral places, where 
God appeared to him, he built an Altar, which ſtill tands good 
Spiritually,where the appears Inwardly in bis Faitbfnl peo- 
ple; its for the buildinFthem up, and fixing their Hearts upon 
his own Glory, that they may Raign over the Scattered Power of 
Darkneſs, which is yet abroad in the Face of the whole Earth. 
Yet Abram was not without an Exerciſe of ſome Fear among ' 
the eZgyptians ; for, by reaſon of his Wife, he expeRed they 
would Kill him : ſo that Abram, before the further Enlargement 
of God's Power to him, was troubled with Doubtings. But 
in proceſs of Time, God appeared further to Abram in a Viſion, 
ſaying, Fear not Abram, 7 am thy Shield, and thy Exceeding Great 
Reward : the Lord d-lighteth to enlarge and ftrengthen the 
Faith of thoſe who Obey him. Notwithſtanding, this was the 


Trouble of Abram, that he wtnted Seed from his own Bowels ; 


though the Lord ſaid unto him, As the Stars which cannot be num- 
bred, ſo foall thy Seed be : Tn-this he believed, and it was imputed 
*- $0 to. 
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to him for Righteouſneſs, And when Abram was Ninety years 
Old he appearedagain ro tim, and ſaid, 7 amthe-Alwighty Ged, 
walk before me, and be thou perfeit + thy Name ſhall no more be called 
Abram, b»t Abraham , for a Father of many Nations have I made 
thee, And though it ceaſed to be with Sareh after the manner of 
Women, yet Abraham's Faith ſtood in God, 
who ſpoke unto tim in this manner, Is avyy To the Faich- 
thing too hard for the Lord ®- and from Atraham ful God Revea- 
he hid not his Counſel: For, ſaith the Loid, Jed bis Blefſirgs. . 
Shall I Hide any thing from Abraham which Ido? from the Begin- 
or, Shall I not give Seed unto him, whom 1 know will ning. 
command hu Children and Houfhold to keep the Way | 
of the Lord, to do Fuſtice and fudgment, that I may bring upon A- 
braham that which 1 bave ſpoken of- him. The Faithfulneſs of this -: 
Patriarch God fore-ſee, wherefore he Blefled him,- and his Seed 
after him, with an Everlaſting Bleſfing , -which Seed was 1/aac, 
In which the Premiſe was to fpread over al! the Earth ; whom 
Sarah, in her Old Ape, Nurſed up, and exhorted, to caft out 
the Bond. Woman, and her Son ; for-the Son of the Bond-Wo- 
man ſhould not be Heir with 7/a«c; which Son of Hagar was . 
Iſhmael, a Scoffer : ſo the Birth of the Free Woman is that tv 
which the Promiſe 1s, of  Bleſling, Life and Peace in all Ages. 
But that which Bondageth the Juſt, is chat of Hagar, which muit 
not inheritthe Everlaſting Bleſſing. Abraham was tryed again, 
becauſe of his Wife,with Abimelech,as he was try'd with Pharoaht , 
but the Lord ſpoke unto Abimelech, and ſaid, Reflorethe Man his 
Wife ; for he s a Prophet”, and he ſhall Pray for thee, and —_— , 
live. So that Abraham, the Propher, had many Tryals with the-- 
e Egyptians ; yet through Faith, believing in God, be was de- . 
livered out of them all, Hewas further Tempted, 
and provoked to Swear through Abimelech's Unbe- The Canſe-. 
lief; for he might have believed Abraham without: - of Firft- 
that, but he perceived God was with Abrabam Swearing 
in all that hedid ; whercfore ſaith he, Swear #»to me, 
that thew dofl net Falſly unto me : Here is the Firſt Occaſion of : 
an Oath (through man's Unbelief and Jealouſic) for not being | 
in the Faith of Abraham, Unbelief was rh: Ground c# the Oath , 
wherefore Oaths continue to this day in all who are in A6:. 


I 


melech's:... 
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*melech's Nature of Unbelief. Bur who are come to Chriſt, and 
riſen with him, which was before Abraham was, are come tothe 
End of all Swearing, through Obedience 'unto bim, the Son, 

whoſe Command is, Swear not at all, - RTE ry > TO; 

And the greateſt Tryal wbich Abraham. had — dis 
Faith; that co all Ages he might be called, The Father of the Fauth- 
ful, was that, inoffering up his Son IſaaC'to the Slaughter ,, forTaith 
the Lord, Take thy only Son Iaac,: whom thou laveſt, and go to the 
: Land of Moriah, and Offer him for 4 Burnt-Offering upon the Moun- 
tain which I will fhew thte. * He Conſulted- not, but obeyed the 
Voice of the Lord. When be came to the Place, the Young 
Man ſaid, Behold the Fire and the Wood; but where i the Lamb for 
- 4 Burnt-Offering ? The Anſwer of a Tender Father 
The Faith was, My Son,God will provide Himſelf a Lamb: For he 
| of Gods Chil. believed, though he ſhould Dye upon that Moun- 
drey muſt be © tain, God was able to-raiſe him up. But Abraham 
' Tryed tothe was 'to the very utmoſt to be tryed, in'that he 
. Fall, bound his Son, and laid him on the Wood, and 
| -ftretched forth his Hand to ſlay him : But how 
- near is God to his Faithful Ones, as he was to Abraham, by the 
Angel of his Preſence ? He makes known his Faitbfulneſs,  ſhew- 
ed forth in the Work, in that he faith, Now 1 know that thou fea- 
reſt God, ſeeing thou baſt not with-held thine only Son from me : loa 
Ram was provided by God, which was hid from Abraham's Eyes, 
till bis Faith was tryed to the full ; and the only Son, which was 
more dear to him then all beſides, was preſerved : So Abraham 
called the Name of that Place, fehovak-jireth ; lignifying, The 
Lord will Provide for his Faithful Ones to the End of the World: For 
the Bleſſing then was multiplyed upon Abraham, That his Seed 
ſhould be as the Sund of the Sea Shore : and his Seed ſhall poſſeſs 
the Gate of his Enemies. As it was with Abraham here, ſois it 
with the Faithful, who are of that Seed to this day, the Lord 
their Creator tries their Faith after divers manners, that the 
Tryal of their Faith, which is more precious then that of Gold, 
may appear. For, as the Myſtery of Faith, is that which is 
held in a Pure Conſcience; it is alſo that, and of the Nature 
. of that Power which purgeth the Conſcience from dead Works, 
-to Serve and Fear the Living God, making willing te Obey = 

| Lor 


but what is of the Seed through Faith, For now _.. | 
ohvary one examine themſelves, that their Faith, The Work 
which they profeſs, work ſo- far by Love to God, of Living 
that in it, and throught, they give vp that to the Faith. + 
Death, though it: bea Dalilah by Nature, yer is 

Sinful, the Evil and-Falſe Birth, which muſt-not inherit the 
Kingdom ; as this Patriarch's Faith led him co give up bis only 
Son to beſlain; which was to inherit the Promiſe. Ard here 
the Works of our Father Abrabams come tobe followed ; and the 
Acceptance from God in the Work (which brings us into Pu. 
rity) 1s made unto us Juſtification : for *tis written, Abraham 


Believed in God, and it was imputed nnto him for Righteouſneſs : This | 


is that Living Faith by which Abel, Enoch, Noab and Abrahans 
were juſtified through their Obedience in it. And this is that 
which the. Apoſtle preached, The Wordof Faith, which was from- 
the Beginning to all that Believeinirt , which the Children of God 
in thele latter Dayes now live in, and are Witneſſes 

of: This gives Victory over the World,overSatan, - How $a. 
and his uſurp'd Power, ſo that through the Life and tans Kinge 
Vertue of-it his kingdem comes to be Aboltſhed ; dew comes to 
for that which has an End is through the Ever}z- an End. 
ſting Love of the Father Conſumed, and Raigned 

over : Butthat which in-and chrough this Faith 1s eſtabliſhed 
viz, Salvation, ſhall never have an End, which we, in Reproach 
called Dnakers, are Witneſſes of ; and declare untothe World, 
withour this Faitty God is not pleaſed -: and having this, 


what are all Works of Man ; all Obſervations-.which ſtand : 


in the Will of Man, in his fallen Eſtate ,- all Tra. : 


ditions,received from the Fathers, Precepts of men;  Iſarah 29... 


by wbich People are -now taught the Fear of the. 13, 14. 
'Lord? Are they not all Works without this Living 


Faith (the Birth of Hagar, which muſt nor inherit) fo Dead as: .._ 
the: Body is Dead without the Spirit ? :O 1 then' this is the Cry-+. - 
of my Spirit. in the Inward Party, Why ſhould any reſt in that . 


Faith which gives not the ViRtory over lin, which brings not 
the Salvation of their Souls? What £.the-Canſe, may it deque-. 


Lord in all things, and to give up for tim that which is the Ne» 
reſt and Deareſt in the Fye-by Nature, thar-notbing may remain. 
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; ſtion'd ? Certainly not another-Cauſe, but that 
The Ground which blinded the Eye from the Beginning, and 
of the Falſe brought into a Falſe Faith, which was the Ser- 
Faith pent's Work , ſaying, Though you do this, you ſhall 

nor Die : Here he ſet upthe Law of Sin and Death; 

which Law of Sin Nations obey in their Luſts, even all in whorh 

the Godd of this World hath blinded their Minds, that they 

might not ſee the Glorious Goſpel ſhine unto them : Theſe ſet 
up a Faith in their ſeveral Imaginations, and a& by it 

works of their own Righteouſneſs, ſo glory in that which pro- 

veth their own Shame, which never works the Righteouſneſs of 


God. 


Objection, But ſome may yet ſay, Yhich u the True Faith ? 
and hw 1 it obtained ? 
Anſwer, Faith comes by Hearing and Hearing by the Word of Gad : 
Now here lies the Myſtery, ' How this Hearing comes co be made 
known by the Word? Arnſw. Chriſt Jeſus the 
The Au- Word, which was from the Begigning (once with 
ther of True the Father) 15s the True Light which lighterh every 
Faith, - one that cometh into the World : Then every Man 
; and Woman ſearch thy ſelf inwardly (for, Whats 
ever i to be known of God't« made manifeſt within) and thou wilt find 
the Light, the Word, Knocking at the Door of thy Heart, and 
opening in thee; this is that by which Hearing cometh, not a 
Natural Hearing, which thou receiveſt in thy N3tural Birth , 
bur a Spiritual Hearing, which thou receiveſt in the Begotten 
of the Father, Chriſt Jeſus: this »opens the Ear to Hear his 
Voice, who isthe True Shepherd, who calls his Sheep from the 
Mountains and Hills of Fruitleſs Profeſſion (where they have 
been ſcattered as in a Dark and Cloudy Day) hebrings them 
to the Low Valleys, where he feeds them with Living Bread and 
Wine to their Souls: and this is that which begers a Belief -in 
thy Heart; 'For, with the Heart a Man Believeth, 
Rom.10.10, . (when Faith is wrought init) and with the Tongue 
.- Confeſſion ts made unto Salvation, The Operation of 
True Faith is when thou feelet Chriſt's Love and Power ftrip- 
ping theeof chy Old Garment of Sin and Filthy Rags, which 
I is 
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'# 
is thy-own Righteouſneſs received/by Tradition ; and comes 01 
"Cloath thee 'with Innocency, Purity and Holineſs : ſo that now 
through his- Blood, who is the Lamb of God, thou art Waſhed 
from the Spots of 'Uncleanneſs and Naturl Corruprions (Root 
and Branch of fin ſo much pleaded for to live in) this thou-find- 
eſt by him, who is made manifeſt and-appointed to thar End, to 
deſtroy the works of the Devil, which the works of ſin are; this 
ſubdued, and 'brought into Death, then thou comeſt to know 
the Tongue of the Learned, and confeſſeſt with it to God's Glo- 
'ry unto this precious Salvation : And here thou art raiſed up our 
of that Antichriſtian Darkneſs, wherein People are kept by the 
Prince of it, ina falſe Faith, but now being made alive to Ged, 
through the Quickning Spirit, thou art brought co confeſs, 
That Chriſt 7eſus is come into the World, thy Saviour, to ſave thee 
from thy Sins : tor this was the Teſtimony of the Seryant of the 
Lord,The Life that Inow lives by Faith in the Son of God. [Mark] 
It ſtood not in mens Directories, Writings, Forms, or. the 
Works of Men's Hands, which are polluted ; but in the Son, in 
whom is Life, which is Immaculate. And who is that Antichriſt, 
but he that canfeſſeth not {thus from the Work in his Heart) that 
Jeſus 1s come. in the Fleſh : This is that Spirit which we have 
heard ſhould come, and is now already in the World, therefore 
ſaith the Apoſtle, Try the Spirits, whether they be of God, yea, or 
ay : The Day, and Time, and Spirit of Tryafis witneſſed ; and 
in this Spirit. and Power, who confeſs him to be come, and made 
manifeſt in their Mortal Body (2 Cor. 4. 11.) unto whom the 
Gift is not only to Believe, but Suffer ; ſuch are perſecuted, 
and impriſoned, and ſpoiled of their Goods, yea, put to Death 
by thoſe who in Words confeſs him, yetin Works deny him, 
ſo are Reprobate concerning the Living Faith, which is that An- 
tichriſt the Apoſtle declares of. 
And this Antichriſtian- power of Darkneſs in words Fallly is 
Chriſtendom royer'd with, and will not bring their Deeds tothe 
Light, that it may judge them : Is it not the ſame Power and 
Prince of Darkneſs, which rul'd in Phareahb, that's getten up 
- now (in the high places of Wickednſs) who would nor obcy the 
_ Lord, though his Honourable Servant Ao/@& was ſent unto him, 
for that very End,in the Name - the Lord Jehovah, that be wy 
. 4ct 
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let 1frael.go, and put a Stop xp.that Cruel Bondage, by which be 
entlaved them inttiofſe dayes-: But the Heart of Phareah was bard. 
ned againſt the 'Lord,” and be grew'worſe and worfe, notwith- 
{tanding the many Plapmes ard Fragments which: were pour 'd forth 
trom the Lord upon him ; -but nothing would work upon him by 
reaſon of the Blindneſs. and Hardneſs of his Heart, ill che Firſt- 
born were ſain , then, by Death, the King of- Terrors afrighted 
him, ſo that he lets them travel on ; but he and his Hoſt being. 
yet alive, his Deſign was, To Slay them in their Journey : but the 
Almighty knowing how «£0 Deliver his own, and to overthrow 
che Hotſe, and bis Rider, and all the Chariorts-of Wickednels,, 
when they. came to the itrait God appear'd, and 1/rae/ was deli. 
vercd, though the Murmurer got up amongſt them, and:{a1d to 
Meek /foſes, why haſt thou brought ws hither to dye ? were there not 
Graves enongh in Egypt ? But he, whom the Lord had raiſed up 
to-g0 before them, iiills their Murmurings, and Exhorts them 
only, To ſtand ſtill (in the Faith, for they were of the Seed of 
Abraham) and they jhould ſee the Salvation of the Lora, ſo herwrought 
Miraculouſly for them, and divided the Sea bither and thither, 
ehat it ſtood up. as Walis on each lide for {/ra#l to paſs, ason dry | 
Land : But thfe who wrought Wickedneſs againſt rae, and 
would not let them Sacrifice according to God's Appointment, 
he Overthrew, by bringing the Sea into its courſe, again, 
chat it perform'd its Work upon his Adverſaries, which was a. 
cotal DeſtruRtion of them. The Conlideration of this might 
make Kings and Rulers Aſtontthed, who lay Oppreſſions and 
Bondages to hinder the T rue /Yee/ires os God now from offering . 
| their Sacrifice as God requires it of them, in.their 
T ht which Peaveable Mecting together, left the ſame fFebovah, 
wortld bring whoſe Armisnotitorten'd, bring the like ineyire« 
Rulers ito ble Judgments; I would only exhortthem, To Kiſs 
8 gotd States the Sor, 4: he be Angry, and Embrace him; who is 
the- Troe 'Light, thatthey'm3y come to:witneſs-x 

thine in their Hearts, which would give them the true Knowled 
of God, which would Melt bem and Molihe themgvbich would 
reduce them but of this Pharoas's ftare, and bring themao.love-.. 
his Commandments, 'who-is the Prince of ,Peace ; to bis Scepror 
aipaatcbow, touph Mulcitudes arciiis day, 'through che Jgno- 
| | rance 
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rance of their minds,” and Unbettef of their Hearts, Rebel a- 
2inſt him ; yet he it is, whom Nations muſt know hath ſaid,and 
will perform it, cpncerning the Eſtabliſhment of his Everlaſting 
Kingdom, which fhaY fever have an End , Thoſe mine Enemits, 
that would ndt that I ſnanld Raign over them, bring them before me that 
1 may Slay them. | | | 
- Now we are not as thoſe (who declare this) that look out- 
*wardly for the Viſible Sword to come to do this; 
Phil.3.3. burare of that Circumcifion made wicthoutHands,who 
| have no Confidence in the Fleſh, who Worſhip Got 
in Fpirit and Truth, who have felthim (ſying the Enmity in ns, 
even our Lufts and Sins, the Cauſe of War and Bloodſhed ; To 
Rooting out the Unbelicf ſown by Nature, which ſtood upin 
Oppoſition to his Life now raiſed wp in us; fo that be hath flaih 
it, who is the Word, and Reconcil'd us tothe Father in and by 
the Vextye of his own Power, that we come no mgreto live in 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, bur unto him in Spirit, who | 
hath taken theGovernment upon his Shoulders, and + What the 
$ bis little Flock therein, to perfect bis Praiſes New. Born 
in $i0x,and Ma nite him in Fer»ſalem : This Sword Children of 
of the Spiriz is drawn againſt the Man of Sin ; who God Fight 
are on the Lord's lide,they take it unto them ; who with; © 
are Regenerated and Born again,they arcthe Soul- 
diers of Criſt Jeſus (who is called in Scripture, The Captair of 
Salngtios) ſuch belp the Lord againſt the Mighty : they Wreftle 
ors Fig he not againſs Fleſb and Blood, to flay the Creatvre , but againſt 
Pri ipglities, Pawers of Darkneſs of this World, and ſpiritaal Wick- 
"Ane/s,which is got UP in the High Places: When 1/rael Revolted 
they got into 3 High Place of Wickedneſs, and caufed Haro» 
to make t 
Living God ; ſaying to that Golden Invage ſet up, Theſe are the 
 Godds that Bronght us Forth. Whar 15 it now that God is Diſplea- 
ſed wizh, but a Revolting from bis Light and Spirit, and ſerting 
up the Inventions of the Brain, and the Works of Men's Hands, 


and that tro Worſhip, which js an Abominatzon to the Lord., So. 


that the Children of the LIEN, they put on the whole Armour 
of God, whereby they are able to ſtand againſt theſe Wiles of 
the Devil;having the Loins of a Minds girt about with Truth; 
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an] their Feet Shodd with rhe Preparation of the:Goſpel of 
Peace; and che Shield of Faith, which in a Ages Quenched the 
Fiery Darts of the Devil; ſo that his Power is broken down 
through the Word of God, which is the Sword of the Spirit. 


Obj. But ſome Objet, Abraham, Moſes aud Samne], though 
they were Prophets, yet they uſed the Viſible Sword. | 


 Anſw. This was in a Time before the: Law, and under the. 
Law, .which was added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion, until the Seed 
came to be manifeſt in+Fleſh, which was Chriſt, - the Everlaſting 
Covenant ; of-whom it was Prepheſied by the Prophet Aficab, 
who came to ſee the Tranſgreſlions of 1frae/, and dectare unto 
them their Sin ; in that they #*i/z zp Sion with Blood, and Jeruſa- 


- 1;m with Iniquity ; and this was their PraRtice, The Heads thereof 


Zudged for Rewards, the Prieſts Taught for Hire, rhe Prophets Di- 
vined for Mopey ; notwithſtanding theſe Abominable Things, 
they concluded, None Evil ſhould come upon them : but ſaith the 


' True Prophet, who ſpoke in the Name of the Lord, and Prea- 
ehed. not for Mqney.; 1» the. Laft Dayes it hall comg to paſs, That 


the Mountain of the Houſe of the Lord ſhail be Eſtabliſhed on the Top of 
the Mountains, and Above the Hills, and People ſhall Flow untoit , 
and many ſhall ſay, Come, and let 4 go upto the Hountain of the Lord, 
to the Hdvife of the God of Jacob; for the Lord will Teach us of his 
Wayes, and we ſpall Walk in.bis Pathes : For, the Law ſhall goforth of 
Sion, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem. He, the Prince of 
Rightromſr.e's, who was then to come, ſhould Rebuks many People and 
Nations (by his own $pirit) and they ſhonld turn their Swords into 


Plough Shares and their Spears into Prining- Hooks ; (othat (in this 


Diſpenſ: ation) Nation ſboxld zot lift up a Sword againſt Nation, net- 

ther ſhonld they legrn War any more. This is he of 
The ©on of God, whom we are Witneſles, which was before Abra- 
who.ts come, we ham was, whois the Vine, and under him we 
are Witneſſes of. are come to [it, who cauſes his Branches to bring _ 
va forth Fruits of Righteonſneſs, Equity, Peace 


.and Good-will towards all men ; whoſe Command was to Peter, 


Put np thy Sword; for he that Slayes with the Sword, by it ſhall be 
; ARES, ; $lair : 
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$1ain : which was in the dayes of bis Fleſh laid: down; and conti- 
nuerh'unto the Generations that follow -and obey him; and they 
- are his Trve Diſciples, which obey him, ,; And after his Aſcen- 
fion, to ſome he appeared in the Light of his Countenance, in 
erder to their Converſion. © As to Paw, he appeared as a.Light 
ſhining round about him, which wrought Aſtoniſhment.in him, 
and brought him to the Ground, till which time he was in a ſtate - 
of making Havock outwardly-of the Church ; but the Voice was .. 
Powerful which called unto him, and through Obedience to the 
Heavenly Viſion and Power of God,. not conſulting with Flcfh 
and Blood ,' he: was Converted to Preach the Go- Wt 
ſpel, and ſent unto thoſe Gentiles whom God had The Ai- 
delivered him from,. to'declare. unto them the »ifer which 
Riches of the Father in Chriſt Jeſus ;, when his Eyes God me: 
were opened by him, the Covenant of Light, then \ keeh, 

be was to open- their Eyes, in turning them from. . 
Darkneſs: to Light, from the power of Satan igto the Power - 
of God, that they might receive the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
an Inheritance among them that are SanRtified by Faith thas - 
is in Chriſt : This is the. ſtate, of the T.rue Miniſters of 
God (not made by. the Will of Man} whom the. Lord raiſed 
-9Qp, out of the World, pouring' our. his, Spirit upon ther, .re- 
veiling the Myſteries. of the |Kingdom ot God'in them, be- . 
ing born again of the Living Word into this, receive the 
Living Treaſure : And the Meſſage of God is in the Light 
to thoſe who yet remain. in Darkneſs, Captivated by Sa- 
tan's Power , that they may come to partake. of the. Glo- 
rious Light and Liberty of the Sons,of GOD, which Mi-. 
niltcy muſt continue till all come up to the Unity. of the Faith, | 
unto a Perfect Stature in Chriſt Jeſus, - and till. the Prowiſe 
bz Accomplithed, which is in fulfilling, The KN O W- 
LEDGE of the L © R:D; BallCovertteEarih, as the Wa- 
ters the Sea | | 

Ard in this Light we, who are Children of the Day, can bear 
a Teftimony with the Apoltle, That the Weapons of our. Warfare are . 
' yot Carnal, but Spiritual, or Mighty in'the Spirit through Gud, to the. 
Yhing down of Strong Holds, te bring down every Imagintion and High ., 
, Thought, . 
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Tharght, that exilteth it ſolFagainſft rhe Knowledge of Gad; \and brings 
into Eaprivie every Ti - the Obedience wy rh {a Cor. 4. ) 
For though we walk in the Fleſh (or in this Mortal Body) yer 
we do not War after the Fleſh, bat:in the Power and Authority 
' of God's Spirit o8r Dominion is kept ſure, which is. the Crown 
no man isfo take from as. | | 
This Moſes was the Simifirude of ' the True Meſhah, of whom 
the Lord ſaid, 'Lik- unto thee, of thy Brethren, hill a Prophet be rai- 
- ſed; and whomſotvev ſhall Hearkgn to him, ſhall Live ; ana whe do not 
Hearhez unto hits, and Obey him, ſhall Djze, Many were the Afﬀflj- 
Rions of this Moſes, the Man of. God, in bis dayes, , which he 
p.f:d through, after he heard the Lord fpeaking ro bim in'the 
Buſh, which-Burned, and did not -Conſume, berokening, An 
UOnchangeable Holineſs was *n God who called him, and a Power to Pre- 
ſerve b:yorud Natriral Apprehenſion : Tn this Power he ſent him to 
Pharaoh, . to-bring forth. the Children of J1/-ae/ out of: e£gype ; 
for the Lord had heard their Cry, their Sighs and Groans, and 
ſeen their Oppreſſions : And the Lord was ro be made known 40 
Ifael by his Name, 1 Am, which was the God of Abrabam, Ifacc 
and ?aceb , which is the Memorial of his Name to all Generati- 
ons. Many were the Oppolitions which Ade/es had, not from 
Pharaoh oily, but 'from 1ſ-ael, ro whom he was ſent, to bring 
ther out of e£ype ; for often did they thruſt him from them 1n 
their Hearts, and would have turned back again into e/Egype, 
afrer long Progreſs, and large Experience of the Almighty's 
Stretched-out -Arm againſt Phargoh: Yet they ſaid to Aaroy, 
Hake tay Golds to go bufore ut ;, us for this Moſes, we wot not what's be- 
rome of bim : The Senſe of the Guidings of God's Spiritual 249- 
/es, now given unto Mari, may ſ6on be loſt, when the Heartis 
hankering after the World, and egyptian Darkneſs: Andin 
this loſt Condition they provoked Aaren to make a Calf, and of- 
fer'd Sacrifice unto that Idol, ſo Rejoyced in the Works of their 
own Hands, at which the Lord was grieved; and he ſaid, Leer 
me alone, that 1 inay Conſume them, and 1 will make of thee a Great 
Nation : but Moſes pleaded'with the Lord for them, as 2 Faithful 
Interceſſor,ſaying Turn thy fierce Wrath from thas People aud Yemen - 
ber the Covenant thou madeft te Abrabam,& lſaac,&c. and the _ 
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Repttted'him'of the 'Evil 'fmrtended to-them :- ſo Afofes went to 
the Mount where this Idolatrous Sacrifice-was, and took the Calf, 
and Brent it in the Fire, and Ground it to Powder, and ſtrowed 
it upon the Water, and made the Children of /ſ-ae/ drink of it ; 
here was a Bicter Cup given to them after their Idolatrous Sacr1.. 
fice, which made'them ſo much Rejoyce ; In <ffect Satan thus | 
works in the Hearts of Backſliders from-theLord, when he draws 
them from s ſtedfalt Belicf in the Son of God, who is lifted. 
vp to'this end,that whoſoever looks.up-to'him ſhall obtain Salvati- 
On, through Tetwptarions they meet with inthe Wilderneſs ſtate, 
for the Try3l* of their Faith ;, and:che Buffettings of Saran are 
known, which, 'like Pharacb, exerciſes 'Gruelty over the poor 
Soul , not being willing to "reſt inithe Patience, rill the Dcli- 
F:rer come out- of $10», not ſtanding ſtill in the Light, they, 
turn back to their own Imaginations, and cloſe with the Vilion 
of their own Hearts; and in Forgetfulaefs of the Lord, who. 
bath done ſomething tor them, is ready to fet-up an Image of fabfe 
Reſt andPeace, wherein they become Luke-warm ina/Pcofefſion; 
but God hath ſail, He will Spme fuch owe of . bus fourth. So itis tn 
my Heart, twexno't you, To Ariſe ous of this ſtate, all /'Pep- 
ple, Krniireds and Nations ; which is a ſtate of. Daxkncfs, .ard. 
Forpetiulineſs of the Lord God , - and:come out of -the Werpkwut 
your own Hinds, and-rhe Imaginations; of your own Hearts ; 
for this: ts mot (your Reſt, -irs polluted :{whareyer 1s ſet up in 
thy 'Hearc, wbich is nor proceeding-from-the Father of Lights, 
and of bis Workmanſhip, muſt'be thrown-down.and burar by che 
Word, which is Chriſt the'Lighr, and bewill deat-it to Powder, 
25't200 art willing to give up to him, .cven al! thy. Sins, .and 1do- 
Jacrous Sacrifices ; and thy Rejoycing which bad nor deen jnithe 
Truth, 'muſt beturned into Mourninp.; and a Bitter Cup drunk, 
which is the Reward of Sin to eveny- one ithat .hath delighted 
eherein, Let notany think to'Cover ithamſelyes. with a Vail of. 
Selt- Righteonſneſs'; for the (Lord (js bryevkivg through all char- 
Nature of Trafifgrefſhon ,:+ and. novhing »he.ols. pleaſed with, bur - 
whac js in and through tharF: ith whicinpurttath.che, Heart, 
To this Afofes was theLiw given rod/varl,;aiter heir Return .. 
out of e/£pypt 3 40 the Third Monetb xbe y came 40\thewWilder- 
neſs of S5;a;, and the kordfaid'rothen, Ne ave ſornmwbat.1 bang i 
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dore to the Egyptians ,'and how Fhbare ou 01 Bagles Wings, "and broupbt 
104 unto my ſelf ; if ye will now obey my Voice, ye ſhall be a Peculiar 
Freaſure unto me, above all people ; for all the Earth 4s mine, and 1c 
foall be unto me a Kingdom of Prieſts, and an Holy Nation... And on 
"1c third day the Lord appeared, and. there were Thunderings,' 
and | jghreniog,, and a Thick Cloud, and -the. Voice 'of the 
Trumpet ſo exceeding Loud that all che People Trembled, and 
whoſoever touched the Mount, which the Lord deſcended upon 
in Fire andSmoke,as the Smoke of a Furnace,ſhould ſurely be put 
to Death , if ſo much as a Beaſt roucheth it, it ſhould Dye : ſo 
Terrible was the Lord-in that Diſpenſation;that bs Power mighe 
"be known unto the Children of Men-: ſo to Moſes arid Aaron, who 
* were admitted to hear the Lord ſpeak, were the Commands given 
forth, which tand unto al] Generations, with their ſeveral Sta- 
rutes and Ordinances, to remain til] the Seed comes, which is, 
Chriſt 1/ade ZAanifeſt in' Fleſh ,, who came not to Violate (that 
which appertains to'the Conſcience): but roFulkl it, be being the 
-Endof the-Law, for Righteouſneſs ſake, to all them that believe: 
For, what the Law conld not do, inthat it was Weak through the Fleſh, 
Gol ſending bis own Son inthe Likeneſs of 'Sinful Fieſh, for Sin Con- 
demned Sin in the Fleſh , that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might te 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, 

The Light is come, the Prince of Peace, who finiſheth Tranſ- 
srcflion { which the Law was added becauſe of } and brings in 
the EverlaſtingRighteoufneſs to us, who believe in him. Theſe 
Laws are recorded at large, to every, Eye who reads the Scrip- 
tures, and were given to 7/rae/, his own Peculiar People ; the 
Law was graven in'Stone, and to beread by the Prieſts often 
and Obeying the Voice of God, and doing them, Life and Bleſ- 

' ings'were promiſed ; in Diſobeying them'was the Curſe to come 
upon.themgin all things : for the Lord ſaid unto them in thoſe 
dayes; Thes Commandment that [give wnto thee us not hid from thee, 
that rhou needſt ſay, Who ſhall go upto Heaven, andbring it to us, that 
we may hear it > neither is it beyond the Sea, to (ay, Who ſhall go over 
the Sea for is, to bring'it tow, that we may bear it ? but it ze nigh 
' thee, in thy Month andin thy Heart, that theu mayſt doit : I call Hea- 
ven and Earth to witneſs againſt you, That Thave ſet before you Life 
and Death, Bleſſings nud Curſings, therefore chuſe Life, that = ; 
v6 4d CS; | h ba an 
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© and cby Seed may live, and love the'Lord thy God, and obey his Voice, 
that thow mayſt cleave unto him ;, for he & thy Life, and the leugth of 
thy Dayes, Dent. 30.11, &c. 

So the Lord took Pleaſure ( in thoſe Dayes) in them 
that feared him, and in thoſe that hoped in his Mercy ; he 
made-ctheir Borders Peace, and filled them with the' Fineſt of. the 
Wheat ; he ſent forth his Commandment upon Earth, and his 
Word run very ſwiftly, yea, the Word of the Lord that melted 
them ; he cauſed his Wind to blow, and the Waters to flow ; he 
hath'not dealt ſo with any Nation : His Love, Wonderful Pow - 
er, and Care has been made known to this his 1/-ae/, who if they 
came into the Land, which the Lord their God gave them, to 
poſleſs it, One, whom the Lord ſhoildchuſe, they were to ſet over them, 
as King ;, one from among their Brethren, who ſhould not.cauſe the Peo- 
ple to return back again to Egypt, who ſhould not multiply Horſes, 
neither ſhould he multiply Wives to Himſelf, that bus Heart turn nat 
away (Deur. 17. 15,16, &c,) but this was the Ruin of Solemon, 
who had Seven Hundred Wires,and Three Hundred Concubines, 
and theſe turned away his Heart from the Lord (1 Kings 11.3.) nei- 
ther ſhall he greatly multiply unto Himſelf Silver and 
Gold ,, but when he feteth upon the Throne of his A King which 
Kingdom, he ſhall write him a Copy of the Laws, and the Lord chu. 
read therein all the Dayes of hu Life, that he may ſeth 1s Accep- 
learn to Fear the Lord hi God ;, tothis End, That his table unto 
Heart be not Lifted Up above his Brethren, neither Him. 
turn aſide from the Commandment to the Right-hand, | 
or tothe Left ; that he may prolong his Dayes in his Kingdom, and hu 
Cbildren in the midſt of Iſrael. | 

Neither were they to ſuffer in this Promiſed Land, any that 
uſed Divination, or an Obſerver of Times, or an Inchanter,' 
or a Witch, &c, for all theſe things are an Abomination to the 
Lord ; and becauſeof theſe things the Lord drive out the Nati- 
ons, which uſed them, from before them : But unto 7/rae! he ſaid, 
T hou ſhalt be Perfeft with the Lord thy Ged. | 

And there were Good Kings in 1/rae/, which walked before 
the Lord with a Perfet Heart, according to the Law of their 
God; as Hezekiab, David, and others: And they bad Judges 
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| ſer over them, who were Faithful Men, Fearing God, and Ha-_ 
ting Covetouſneſs; as Gideon and Barak, feptha and Samnel ; 
who ſubdued Kingdoms, and broke down the Idolatrous Places 
of the Wicked Kings, put away that which was an Abomination 
to. the Lord from before them ; ſo they wroughe Righteouſ- 
neſs, obtain'd Promiſes, and ſtopt the Mouthes of Lyons.; and 
this was in a Faithful Obedience to the Law of their God, whick 
he had given them the Promiſeof : The Promiſe is to thoſe that 
wait for it, That Rvlers, 7 #dges and Councellors ſhall be reſtored as at 
the Beginning ;, then ſhall 7 udgment run down like a Stream, and Righ- 
ceonſueſs like a River, Iſaiah 1.26. 

And This Law of God, wherein they were to Worſhip, Fear 
and Serve him, was in Daniel, Shadrach, Adeſhach and Abeanego , 
for abiding in this Law of their God, and ſerving himin it, 
they came to Suffer under. Wicked Heathen Kings : In which 
ſomething is obſervable, uſt, Through the Ignorance of the Righte-. 
9us Law given to Iſrael, they ſer up an Image of their own Devifeng, 
in the Plain of Dura, in che Province of Babylon. And 2dly, The 
Decree was made, at what time they heard the Sound of the Cornet, 
Flute, _ &c. they were to Fall Down, and Worſhip the Golden 
Image. 3 ly, ho did not obſerve this, was to be caft into a Burning | 
Fiery Furnace. 

Now when this Decree was made, there were certain Caldeays 
who became Informers. againſt the Fews, the Ancient People of 
God, who kept the Law of their God, and Revolted noc from 
bis Statutes ; th-ſe Caldeans, through Enmity to the People of 
God, ſpoke tothe King in a Flattering Way, -and ſaid, (Das. 
3. 8,9.) O King, lwe forever ; Haſt thow not made « Decree, That 
every man, at the (ound of the Cornet, and all kind: of Muſick , ſpall 
Fail Down and Worſhip the Golden Image ſet up : but here are ſome a- 
mong ft us, who regard thee not, and ſerve not thy Gods, neither wor- 
ſhip that which thou haſt ſer up. At which the King was Enraged, 
and theſe People were brought before him; and they feared nor 
che Wrath of the King : Herethie Faith of Abraham and Moſes 
wrought in them, and made them Valiant; ſo that with an In- 
ngcent Spirit they could ſay, The God-whom we Serve u« able to Dev 
liver us from the Burning Fiery Furnace , but if not, be it known unto 
: > thee, 
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thee, O King, We will not ſerve thy Godds, nor worſhip the Image tho 
haſt ſet ww. So in a Miraculous Manner, God wrought for their 
Preſervation, - Preſently after, the King, was aſtoniſhed, and 
he ſaid unto his Councellors, Did not we caft Three Men into the 
"Fire? Lo, T1 ſce Four Men walking in the Fire, and they have no Hurt 
and the Fonrth is like the Son of God : Then he called theſe Servants, 
of the Lord forth, and he Bleſſed the God of Shadrach, Meſrach 
and Abednego, when he was Convinced of their Innocency ; and 
ſaid, God hath ſent his Angel to Deliver his Servants, who truſted in 
Him. s 
And Daniel for continuing in Prayer and Praiſes to his God, 
with his Face towards Jer»ſalew, which the Children of the Cap- 
tivity were to do (outwardly) according to the Deſire of So/o- 
»os (in a Time when he ſtood in his Integrity) this being con- 
trary to the Decree of Dariw: yet according to the Law, 
Mind and Will of his God, for this Good Action, he was caſt 
into the Lyons Den. But the Lord ſent his Angels, and ſhut 
the Month of the Lyons, that no manner of Hurt was found 
vpon him, becauſe heibelieved in God. And what became of theſe 
Informers?By the ſame King,when be ſaw Danie/'s Integrity,and 
the Unjuſtneſs of bis own A or Decree, hecauſed them, theiv 
Wives and Children to be caſt into the Den , and the Lyons had 
Maſtery over them, and brake their Bones in pieces, before 
ever they came at the Bottom + This was becauſe of their Wick- + 
edneſs and Envy againſt the Righteous : Then the King made 
a Decree, That in every Dominion of his, men ſhould Tremble and 
Fear before the God of Daniel ; who is the God of his People to 
this Day ; who has Judgments in ſtore for the Wicked Infor- 
_— and Envious Perſons againſt the Righteous Seed at this 
ay. 
Theſe Children, notwithſtanding the Land of their Captivi- 
ty, God wrought Wonders for them, and exalted them in-the 
fight of the Princes in thoſe dayes, ſo God's Power did ariſe 
with his own Seed, to the Confounding the Mighty in this Ge- 
reration. = 
And inthe Dayes of King Ahenerm did the Lord appear for 
Aordecai, who was of the Jews Children, of the ſame Captivity, 
which Neb»chadnezar King of Babylon had carried away : Now 
Oo Yn” os 
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taough .the King had been Deitroyed by BigthanaandTerefh, tie 
Kings Chamberlains, had not Aordecai prevented it ;, yet after 
cheKing takes an Information from Haman, who was at that time 
Advanced above all the Princes that were with him ( Efther 3. 1.) 
and this was the Pride of Hamman, That nothing would pleaſe, ex- 
cept Hordecai bowed to him, and did him Reverence, according 
ro the King's Command , therefore Haman. had no way to A- 
venge himſelf, but to inform the King of thoſe People that were 
ſcattered abroad in the Provinces of his Kingdom, who were of 
Mordecai's Profeſſion ; and ſaid, Their Laws and Manners were 
arvers from all People, and that they kept not the King's Law , there- 
fore it was not for the King's Profit to ſuffer them, Wicked people 
alwayes had a Lyeto bring to paſs their own Advantages ;-for 
the Seed of the /ews were the King's belt Friends, though they 
were thus inform'd againſt. But Haman got an AQ, to get them 
Dceitroy'd, upon Pretence of giving Money to the King , which 
is the Ground of Unreaſonable and Wicked Aﬀts of Men in 
rheſe dayes 3 when neither the King nor the Conntry are at all 
Enriched by it, no morethen they were here. But after thre Ne- 
cree was made, the Poſts were haſtened by,the King's Command. 
ment into all the Provinces, which-were Qne Hundred Twenty 
Seven Provinces; To Deſtroy, to Kill, to cauſe to Periſh ali the 
lews, both Young and Old in one Day, which -was upontthe 
13th'Day of the 12th Monerh, and to take the Spoil of them for 
4 Prey ; but the City $h4/san, where the King had his Palace, 
were Grieved at this At: Where the leaſt Love of God is, it 
would not have the Neighbour Deſtroy'd, though not come. up 
to the ſame Profeſſion. Now Aforaecai, the chief of. the fews, 
which Haman ſtruck at, came before the King's Gate, clothed 
with Sack-cloth, and many others of them ,. in their ſeveral 
Provinces, came to Mourn in Sackcloth; ſo that the Wick- 
ed Intention came to be made known to the Queen, to whom 
the King held out his Golden Scepter, that was in his Hand, 
and ſhe touched the top of the Scepter (in Token of the 
Great Requeſt the had to him) for her Requeſt was, For the Diſ- 
anunlling the Wicked and Treacherous Decree, gone ont againſt Mor - 
decaihber Uncle, aud the reſt of: the Jews, Small and Great , which 
he granted, and Reverſed the AR; and queſtion'd, 1hy.any mas 
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dur ft preſume 3n his Heart to do ſo? Hewho turns the Hearts of 
Kings.as the Rivers of Water, can quickly cauſe to be changed 
the Wicked DNecrees of Man; his Children had alwayes cauſe to 
call him, God over All, Bleſſed forever, So this Proud Informer, 
Haman, | was Hanged, with all his Sons, on the Gallows which 
he.had prepared for Upright-hearred Zfordecai , after which time 
the.People had Power over their Enemies, Reſt and eace ff om 
them: And theſe, who in-rhoſe dayes were accounted as Sheep 
for the Slaughter, after that, had Lightand Gladneſs, and Joy 
and Salvation., and the City $y«ſhan Rejoyced, Efh.8. 15,16. 
Thus the Lord did again ariſe for an Innocent P:ople; and 
brought them (even the Proud and Arrogant) under the Wo, 
whodealt Treacherouſly, and was not dealt Treachercully with ; 
ſo that the Lord..is Jult 1n all his D.alings, ; 


And in the fourth Place, we find, rather then this Work, 
of Wicked Information, ſhould not be carried on, the Prieits 
in thoſe dayes got into that Place, and inform'd againſt the Peo- 
ple of God,as thou mayſt read one Inſtance in Amos. 

Amaziah the High Prielt informed the. King of poor Amor, the 
Herdſman, becauſe: he had received a Word from the Lord, in 
which he had Power-given to fhew in1 declare unto [el their 
Tranſpgreſlion, and call them co Repentance, two years before 
the Earthquake (for to whom the Lord hath ſpeken, how can 
they but Prophelie, and Declare forth his Mind ) be faid, The. 
Lord will Roar from Zion, and atter his Voice from Jeruſalem; and 
the Habitations of the $S hepheras ſhall Adearn, and the Top of Carmel 
fall Fither, Is it not. 10 now ? Itwas a time wherein they left 
off . Righteouſneſs in the Earth., their Treading wa: upon the 
Pvor, and they Sold them for Silver, andtic Needy for a Pair 
of Shoes : Bur the Lord ſaid, He weald Ariſe againſt the Hou'e of 
Jeroboam, for theſe Wickeaneſſes, So Amaziab informed Jerob:., 
ans of theſe things; and he ſiid (concerning, Amor) The Latd 
is not able. to bear gall theſe words , therefere (ſaith he) Flee 15. . 
the Land of Judah, ana Propheſie there , but come wot ro Bethel, f.n, 
ris the King's Chappel. Antichriitian Minilturs alwayes f.ck to,. 
keep Rulers in Darkneſs, h 

| | A:d. 


| __ IO I ws ; 

And have we not too many Prieſts of Amazieh's ſpirit in theſe 
dayes, who Cry- to the Rulers againft the Little Prophets and 
Servants, whom the Lord has ſent to declare againſt Sin and 
Tranſgreſſion ; and ſay ineffe&t, The Land s not able to bear their 
words , but this is a Lye in the Mouth of Antichriſt : therefore 
they tell //racl of a Falſe Burden, and would have them Bani. 
ſh:d into another Country, or Impriſoned, who ſpeak Truth, 
as this Amaziah would have had Amos? But what was his Portion 
for this his Work? His Wife became Harlot in the City, his 
Children Fell by the Sword, and Himſelf cutoff in!a Poluted 
Land, 

And may it not be ſaid, as it was of 1/rael, in Lamentation now 
of E-gland; Thy Breach is Great, like the Sea ; who can Heal 
thee ? Thy Prophets have ſcen Vain and Foolifh Things for thee, 
but have not Diſcover'd thine Iniquity, to turn away thy Capti- 
vity ; but have ſeen for thee Falſe Burdens, and Cauſes of Ba- 
niſhment : For its the Light of Chriſt Jeſus that diſcovers Iniqui- 
ty, =nd bring out of that Captivity : Aud its the Doctrine of 
Darkneſs, that calls the Word of the Lord, A Burden not robe 
born , and its like the Envy of Cain,That wonld have People Baniſted, 
Impriſoned, and Pmt to Death, becanſe their Sacrifice is Accepted when 
theirs, who us full of Wrath and Corruption,ss Rejetted. So let all Dread 
and Fear the Living God, that ſtrengthens the Spoiled againſt 
the Strong, ſo that the Spoiled may come againſt the Fortreſs , 
the Lord 1s his Name. 

And England's People is Warned from the Lord God, leaſt the 
ſame Tranſgreſſions being found in them which were in dayes 
paſt, except they ſpeedily Repent, the ſame Judgments come not 
upon them; for the Lord will not Pitty,, neither will bis Eye 
Spare him that goeth on in bis Sins, and minds not the ſecret 
Reproofs of God's Spirit in him, which would Redeem ont of 
the Fall, up to Jeſus, which never Fell. 

And its to be obſerved, ſome of theſe Informers were of that 
- Country and Stock which the Devil ſet on work to take away all 
the Goods or Cattel of eb in one day (as ſome in our Gene= 
ration have done) for 'tis ſaid, the Calaeans and Sabeans did that 
Work ; -and this was to try the Faith and Integrity of Job: and 

| in 


| (33)- 
in this he ſtood Patiently, a Faithful Pattern to Generations to 
come; that they may nor ſin who are on the Lord's fide, and 
tryed in theſe things, ashedid not; neither be offended in Chriſt 
Jeſus, becauſe of Perſecution ariling for his Word'; But ob 
Rood as a Pillar in thoſe Tryals; wherefore its ſaid to the Godly, 
Remember Job in all his Aflictions how the Lord ſupported him : though 
he was Tempted by a Fooliſh Woman, To Cnrſe God, and Dye ; 
yct God had a ſecret Hand working in fob, and bearing him up; 
ſo that his Latter-end, even as to outward things, was more then 
his Beginning. If the Ca/dears and Informers of our Times were 
perſwaded, that the Lord would deal thus with all his People 
in a meaſure of his free Love, as he dealt with ob, and make 
their Reward as bittcr, xs he hath done to all ſuch Evil Inſtru- 
ments, that ever we read on indayes paſt, it would Aſtoniſh 
them for their own ſakes : and chrough Envy and want of Love. 
| to God's People, they would not bulie themſelves in theſe mart- 
ters: For our God is ariſen in the Light of bis Glory, to ſcat- .. 
ter the Heathen that know bim not. . | 


Obj. Bnt Solomon built a Temple (does many objeRt) accordirg - 
to the Commanament of the Lord ; and ſtill we have a Temple, a Church, © 
wherein God us (aid to dwell , and we are to Worſhip him there : ſo its be- 
Farſe you come not to the Charch, but deny the Ordinances, therefore . 


theſe Atts are made againſt you. 


Anſw, We grant, Solomen built a. Temple, and this by the 
Commandment of the Lord, which was in the dayes of the Law 
given by Adoſer, wherein were many Ceremonies commanded 
alſo; and theſe great chings, which are yet Rood upos in Imi- 
tation, aSnotonly the Temple, bur Tythes, and Circuncilion, 
which all ood in their place well and good, according to the 
Command of the Lord ; which things were in the Firit Cove. 
nant fixcd for its Time and Seaſon : Now the. Lord altersnot, 
nor his Love and Power alters not in man, if he keep to it; yet .. 
its ir. the Lord's Power, to change Times 'and Seaſons, Co- 
venants, Temple, Tythes,  Circumcilion, which outwardly 
have been obſerved in the Shaddow, .inwardly fulfiled and en- 
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(32) | 
ded in the Subſtance and Myſtery by the Spirit and Truth, which 
ourward things Perith -and Decay , but he who is the Life and 
Light, who comes to End theſe things, never Decays ; who- is 
the Everlaſtinz Word, the Head of the Church, which is nota 
Temple made with hands, good 1n its time ; but the Lord found 

' Faujr, and whar is Man, that be ſhould Gain-ſay ? For that 
Houſe, which was once a Houſe of Prayer, they made a Den 
of Thieves, came to be filled with Buyers and Sellers, : which 
Chriſt the Word Whipt out : So he that is greater then the 
Temple ſiid, Behold, it « left unto you Deſolate : they: Rebelling 
ag93inſt him, and Vex:d his holy Spirit; that excepting-a Eictle 
Remnant,they were become as Sode.,and made like untoGomorah; 
then the Lord ſaid unto them, 7's what parpoſe us the AMMnltitude of 

wor Sacrifices, when ye come to appear before me Þ who hath required 
this at your hands, to tread my Courts * {which was the Temple) 
thigh you ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine Eyes from you ; 
when ye make many Prayers, 1 will not not hear ;, your hands are full of 
Bl.od : So he calis upon them by his Spirit, that they might come 
to Waſh, and be made Clean {bur their going to the Temple 
with Poluted Hearts would not bring them to) 'but this is that 
wiich would do the Work {//a. 1.16.) Ceaſe from Evil, then 
learn todo well, Seck Judgment, relieve the'Oppreſſed, &c. in which 
Work of doing Well, they: might come to. witneſs this Good 
Effet, Though their Sins be as Scarlot they ſhould be as White as Snow ; 
thi»gh they were Red as Crimſon yet they ſhould be as Wool : For, tis in 
God's Power to blot out the Greateſt Tranſgreſſion, as the Leaſt, 
on True Repentance; through Faith the Mountains are brought 

Cown, as ealle as the Little Hills. 

And its further declared, though So/omon built an Houſe, yet 
iaich the Lord (when he was Wearied with their Sacrifices ) 
Heaven 1s my Throne, and Earth i my Foot-Stool , where is the Hou(e 
thar ye build unto me, or the Place of my Reſt ? for all theſe things have 
mine Hand made, all theſe things have been: But to this man will I now 
look , to him that is Poor, andof aConutrite Spirit, and Trembleth at 
my Word, Iſa. 66.1. | ; 

And Stephen, the man of God, for bearing Teſtimony to'this, 
was {toned to Death, who ſaid, Gol, that made the World, awel- 
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leth not in Temples made with Handy, neither # Wors . <e-nhapif 
ſhipped with Men's Hands (as ſaith Pas!) as though The Change 
he needed avy thing, ſeeing he giveth:to all Life © from the Ont- 
and'Breath, and all things to this End, thatin his ward Temple 
Spirit they ſhould feel the Lord, if happily, witneſſed by 
through Diligence, they might cometo feel after Chriſtians. 
him. And- this is that which God loves, To wait | 
in his Spirit, and Inwardly to have a feeling of his Preſence, 
which does Good unto the Soul , and through Obedience to the 
Spirjt, the Soul of Man and Woman becomes purified.; then is 
the Temple of 'God known, made without hands, whete God 
dwelleth,- which Temple ye are, faith the Apoſtle, 1 Thef. 1, So 
that the Church of God, which is in God, we are come to 
witneſs, all that are made Living Stones of this Spiritual Buil- 
ding. | | | | 
+ f your Churches,falfly ſo called, we cannot own, -nor come 
to joyn with a Worſhip ſet up in the Will of Man: : 
and we are perſwaded, through the Good Know- The Canfe of 
ledge God the Father has given us in Chriſt Jeſus, © Sreeple-houſe 
they were neverCommanded by God; but havebin' Buildinge. 
EreQed through the Pretended Piety, Superſtiti- | 
ous Devotion, and Supremacy of the Popes and Apoſtatized 
Chriſtians in dayes paſt, which had loſt the ſence of the Power- 
ful In-dwelling of God, in their Bodies, made without Hands; 
ſo turned into the Form of things without, which brought them 
Barren, and Deſtitute of the Living Power. 


The Circumciſion, which was in its Place Commanded, and 
Obſerved- in its Time (for, .in thoſe dayes, he that was nor, 
ſhould be cut off) was Aboliſhed by him whoſe Coming was nor - 
after the Law of a4 Carnal Commandment, but after the Power- 
of an Endleſs Life : ſothat which- was a Figure of the Inward, 
when he who was the Subſtance, a Miniſter of the Circumciſi- 
on madewicthour Hands, was come, the Ead of _ _. 
the Form comes to beWitnefled : and as the Chil- The Circym- 
dren of God were (in the Primitive Church) ſo cifion in Spirie _ 
they are {till Witneſſes ofthe Circumcifion made -Hitnefſed. ' -  |þ 
without hands, which Wn God in Spirit 
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ind in Truth, and have noConhidencein the Fleſh ; and we feel. 
himg the Love of the Father, who is come a Miniſter.of this 
'- Circumciſion, for the Truth of God, top confirm the Promiſes. 
to us, made unts our Fathers ( Row. 15.) which are many pre- 
cious Promiſes, fulfilled in our Hearts, and poured into onr 
Souls, which conſtrains us to Glorifie God ; for, in and through 
his Power: operating in us, we feel the parring off the Body of 
Sins of the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, | 

But as touching the Outward Circumciſion, the Apoſtle de- 
Clared againſt it, 2s a thing Ms; ing. Neither Cir- 
camciſion, nor Uncircumciſion, availeth any thing ; but a New Crea- 
tre. So Examine your ſelyes, whoſe delires are after aHeavenly 
Country, whether this leads'not to become a New Creature,even 
the Life, Power and Spirit, which gives to feel a putting off the 
Body of the Sins of the Fleſh. | 


And if ſome of the World's Teachers ſhould be fo Blind as 
plead for Children's Baptiſm (one of your Ordinances) from 
Circunicilion, as a Seal of Righteouſneſs, becauſe Abraham re- 
ceived it ſo. Now Abrahambad a Ground for it, becauſe ir was 
Commanded by God : Byt you have no Ground for your ſaid 
Baptiſm, becauſe never Commanded by God ; ſo your Practice 
is Groundleſs; whoare not Blind, turn from it. fohz indeed 
did Baptize with Water thoſe who came to Believe, for a Time, 
good in its place; but One, Greater then obs, Baptized with 
Fire and the Holy Ghoſt ; the firſt, did Decreaſe, and come to 

an End; the ſecond, Encreaſed, and Continues till 
What true Well-plcafing to God + ſo its that Baptiſm which, is 
Bapciſm cs. in the Spirit that availeth. All who are firſt Tayght 

- . _ inthe Light to believe in God,. through: continuing 
in the Faith, they are certainly Waſht in the River of God's 
Judgments, and the Fire of the Holy Ghoſt Burns up the Sin and 
Tniquity ; fothat a New Name comes to be written-in the In- 
ward Parts, which no man knows but he that bath it-> 1a this 
Man and Woman being Baptized into Chriſt, purs en::Chriſt, - 
_ and walks as having Chriſt for an-Exawple-; this is theEftace os 
a True Ghriftian, and the EffeR of True Baptiſm, 3 
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Tythes, which were Commanded by God to be the Portion 
of Levi, for his Work inthat Prieſthood, for which he had a 
Law and Statute; 'and out of that Portion were the Fatherleſs 
and Widdows provided for, that there ſhould not be a Beggar 
in /frael : this was good Order. Bur in proceſs of Time, the 
Lord was put to Complain of them, and ſent the Prophet X4- 
lachi, to let them know, they were departed our of the Way, 
they cauſed many to Stumble ar the Law, they bad Corrupted the 
Covenant of: Levi, therefore ſaith the Lord, 7 alſo will make you 
Contemptible and Baſe befor all People, becauſe you have not kept my 
Wajes. *; _ | 

| $0 this Prieſthood, wherein the Law and Statute of Tythes 
was, by reaſon of the Weakneſs and Unprofitableneſs of ir, 
muſt be Changed; for the Covenant of Life, which was to 
Abide and Continue, ſprung out of 7«dah, of which .Aoſes 
Ipake nothing concerning Prieſthood , neither of 
Tythes, which only appertain'd to Levi: So this Prieſt- Heb. 7. 
hood being Changed, there 'is of Neceflity a Change 

alſoof the Law. . "FS 

But there are many Builders, and Faithful-Workmen of God, 
that have ſufficiently broken the Horns of this Idol, that it Hangs 
but (as 1 may ſay) by Permiſſion of [the Geometrical Pin of a 
Law, ſet up by Man: and though many ſee the Evil of it, yet 
the Tron and Clay cleaves together, til] the Stone, cutout of the 
Mountain without Hands, daſh all in pieces that leads not to the 
Righteouſneſs of the Father : For that which is without a-Good 
Foundation, Chrift, the Power of God, will Overturn; and 
what is changed by his Power, brings Loſs to none that's gathe- 
red into Covenant with bim. : 

Though Abram gave the Tenth of the Spoil. to Aelchizedeck 
upon his Return from the Slaughter of Chedor/aowmer, as a Free- 
will Offering : How ſtands this equivolent with the generality 
of tbe Prieſts practice in this Nation ? who inſtead of bringing 
forth Bread and Wine to Abrabars's Seed, they Sue them ac Law, 
and pur.them in Priſon, becauſe for Conſcience ſake they can= 
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not give the Tenth of their hard Labours, which they paſs thorow | 
tG-. : ' 3 
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to procure a little Food and Reſment for themſcives; which: is 
not ſuch as Abrabam's Spoil and Rickes was,. which he obtained 
in that Fight, Buta Greater then Abraham 1s.come, by whom 
"4 theſe things are Changed, who Ended the Prieſt- 
Tjthe: come hood and Tythes,who Ends the Wars,who hath Sub- 
to an End, duced our Enemies, who hath Overcome the Powers 
| | of Darkneſs, and hath made us more then.Conque- 
rors through him that loved us. . And a Greater then that Mel- 
chizedeck is come, whoſe Fleſh is Meat indeed, and whoſe Blood-:is 
Drink indeed, and hath ſet it forth, and given it unto us : and 
its to him, the High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, we piveall in a 
Willing SubjeRion to his Will ; and account all but as Dung 
and Droſs in compariſon of his Love, which 'is Endleſs, A 
Greater then Solomon is come, who hath prepared a Body in 
many Sons and Daughters, tode bis Will, wherein he is Wor- 
ſhipped, Honoured and Served, and not in Temples made with 
Hands: This is our God, who 1s Ariſen in Glory aff! Power, 
according to his Promiſe ,- and he hath ſaid, Yet once more. I 
will Shake, not the Earth only, but Heaven alſo, which word, 
ouce more, fignificth the removing of thoſe things that are ſha. 
ken,. as of things that are made, that thoſe things, which can- 
not be ſhaken, may remain. What is, Heaven, like as to the 
Viſible ' Shew, the Form of Godlinefs, Forms of Worſhip, 
but not in the Power ?_ That is Heaven where Chriſt ſits : 
But God is Shaking the Sandy Foundations of thoſe Hea- 
vens which are of men's making, that. that which ariſeth in 
the fam in the Power, which cannot be ſhaken, may 
remaih. | 


And. what is the Depth of your Bread, and Wine, you ſo 
Much look upon to be an Ordinance ? Do you think we, who 
'are come to ſuffer ſuch Reproaches and Hardſhips for denying 
fuch things, have not Waded fo deep as to know the Depth of 
'it.; and to know, whether ic tands upon any Good, Foundation, 
as you now uſe it? Do you think* we are Dcluded, or leighr 
anything that apperrains ro the Blood of the Covenant, becauſe 
wedo not uſe thoſe things, that Peciſh with Uſing, at the I 
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mands and. Traditions of Men ?, Come to Ge@'s W.1 i. 
be better perſwaded, Ibeſeech you; and be not ſo Ruggee 
your Fellow. Creatures, who cannot. for Confſciehce-ſake joyn 
to what we have not. Inwardly received of God, nor to an Idol, 
nor Fall Down to any thing, but what is ſubſtantial), and of God . 
appointed for his own Workhip. | 

Chriſt Jeſus, whocaine to do the Will of his Father, and'to 
lay down his Body, who alſo had Power to. take ir. up again, 
which was Offered for the Sins.of the whole World, by which 
One Offering he perfe&ted forever thoſe that are. SanQiked ; _ 
whom he Sanctified, them he alſo Glorified : Did not he rike 
Bread, and broke it to his Diſciples; and unto them ſaid, Take, = 
Eat , ths is. my: Body , ſo often as ye dothis, ye fbew forth the Lora's 
Dgath, till he come : inlike manner he took the Cup, &c 7 What 
Command was here, or Eſtab];ſht Ordinance for continuing 
to Generations? or, Was this given to any People by him, bur+ - 
to thoſe Diſciples, who followed him in the Regeneration ? | 
Which was not impoſed as-an Ever=continuing Command, but 
left ro their. Freedom , as to Time [| SOOFTENMN a Te as. 
this, Ye ſhew forth the Lord's Death ] Limitted till he come ; which 
Coming was fulfiled to theſe Diſciples not long after ; whoſe 
Appearance was'in Power unto them, filling them with the Holy 
Ghoſt, according to his Promiſe 5 who ſaid, [ts Expedient that.: 
1 go away , for if Tgo not away, the Comforter will not come , but [ 
will ſend him unto you, who ts the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth , be 
ſhall bring all things to your Remembrance,and guide into all Truth (then 
outward Bread and Wine, tbe Token of Remembrance ceaſgd, 
as tothe Forcecf.ny Command or Neceſlity of it) So. the End of, 
the Typical Thitg;,, which was to keep them in.Rempgmbrance of. 
his Death, wes fulfilled in his fecond Appearance, whereby be 
flPd them with his Spirit,and they.were more Endued with Poy- . 
er then formerly : ſo they came, though many, to be one Bread, 
which is one Lite, their Life ane in Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Li- - ; 
ving Bread. So the Bread, which they broke, it was the-Body ; *#* 
and the Cup, which-cthey bleſt, it was the Blaod;, which was 
not ſeen w.th. a'Carnal Eye, being Gather d-into the'Spiritual ; *; 
Fellowſhip, which is wrought in the Light, they werg made Par-.. |} 
takers of the Divine Nature. +, + AS; 
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And this wis nct with Eating and Drinking Periſhing Bread 
and Win , which only Nouriſhes the Mortal part ;-che Immor= 
ral Soul it cannot feed : but it was in Eating and Drinking the 
11 ſh and Blood of Chrilt, which is a Hard Saying to the World, 
and all that ſtand in their own Wifdom ard Reaſonings are 
;exdy to go back with the fews from Chriſt at it: But unto them 
that can receive him he faith, The Fleh profitteth little (ſo we 
can ſay, Bread and Wine profitteth little ,, nay, its uſed to the 
Hurt and D:ceiving of the Soul, in that manner of uſing ic, our 
ef its place) but the Spirit is Life, which # Profitable : My word 
(ſaith Chrilt} char i Spirit, and that # Life, Sothe Ordinance ' 
of Chriſt in Spirit, which gives Life, and Comfort, and Stabi- 
lity to the Sou}, which is the Living Bread, andthe Wine, pro- 
miſcd ty be drunk New in the Kingdom, we are made Witneſſes 
of; Glory be to Gcd over all. | 

. And he that Eateth and Drinketh of this Cup and 

1 Cor. Bread Unworthily, Eateth and Drinketh Damnation 
11,28, to himſelf, not Diſcerning the Lord's Body. Come, 
29,30. let's try alittle further ; Who it is that Diſcerns ahis 
Body, and with what Eye? Can itbe thoſe, whoſe 
Teachers aud Peopletold it for Doctrine, To Live in Sin term of - 
Life, Miſerable Sinners ? Are not ſuch Dead ? For who came 
Chriſt to Quicken, but thoſe who were Dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins ? and who are quickened by him, ſuch are then Dead to 
- Sin, but Alive to Righteouſneſs : Then it is thoſe who are made 
Alive, and Live in the Light, that not only are Worthy Parta. | 
kers of this Body, but, with the Eye of God open'd in them, 
Ciſcern the; Preciouſneſs of it. But you that aredead in Treſ- 
paſſcs and Sins, how can'you feed on this Body ? Can a Dead 
Man Eat? Can one Diſcern Colours in a Dark Night ? Do you 
not know there is a Body of Sin, as theres a Body of Righte- 
oulſneſs? You that are in Darknefs, and will nor come to the 
Light, how can you Diſcern betwixt theſc Bodies? Are you nor 
as like to Feed (witch your Bread and Wine) on the Body of Sin 
(Forbidden Fruit) as on the Body of Chriſt, or bis Rigbteouſ- 
neſs? let that which is manifeſtly brought forth in you teſtifie, 
cither with or againſt you. For the Apoſtle ſaith, For want 7 
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4 Diſcerning of this Body, ' many ave Weak and Sickly among you, and 
- many Sleep. Now Examine, Is it not ſo with all the World, 
who ſet up this Ordinance, in Eating and Drinking-of it? Are 
ye not ſtill Weak, not Feeling any Living Strength and Pow- 
er oyer Iniquity ? Sick with Sin, ſo that moſt are ready to fay, - 
There « no Health inyou? And do you not Slcep in this Sicknets, 
Dye 1n it, never coming to Believe in the Light, you Dye in your 
Sins. 4 

- But now, all who have Taſted of the Abundance of this Hea- 
venly Glory and Vertue in Chriſt, the Lamb, offer'd up with- 
out Spot, ourL ove and Labour extends, That you a')who ſeek for a 
Breſt, and find it not in your Carnal Ordinances (neither ever 
ſhall; you ſeek the Living among the Dead) may -ariſe out of 
your Old Forms, and Shadowy Inventions; and come to him, 
who is the Light of the World, who, believing in bim, will 
give you Life, and open the Breſts of bis Corſvlation unro- 
you ; ſo ſhall ;your Souls Receive Living Nouriſhment , 
with us, who wait on him, having made us Witneſſes of his 
Glory, to bear a Teſtimony, That of bis Fulneſs there ts ne 


End. 


So that Baptiſm which purges from the Drofs, _ 
and Empties the Heart of Corruption, which is FPaptiſm and 
the Anſwer from God of a Good Conſcience, this . Supper of the 
through Grace we are Wirneffes of, which makes ' Lord Wit- 
capable of receiving that Living Bread and Wine meſſed. 
promiſed, which gives us Life and Strength to dv | 
the Will of the Father ; our Hearts being opencd by his Power, 
Chriſt (the Life) comes to Sup with us, and wewith him, | 

Therefore all people, High and Low, Ric" and Poor, my Ex- 
hortation is to you, who have any ſecret Delires after the Lord; 
which many havelI know,yet at this day are ccv.r 'd with a Clozd, 
and flick in Forms and Fruitteſs Profeſſions : and its not for 
want of the Love of a Heavenly-Father, who would draw you ; 
\ but its too much joyning with that which 15s pleaſant in your Na-: 
rural Apprehenſions that Captivates your S-u's in the Bonds of 
Satan(Tirw 2.11,12.)ſo that it muſt be the Appzarance of Grace 
1n your Inward Parts wherein Help lies, in which God waits tg. 
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"be Gracious, and'to ſetyou Free. O! Aleight not fo great'Sa}- 
. vation, 2s is reached forth-unto you through the Free Love of 
God: and beware, leſt any man ſpoil you through Ph1/o/ophy, or 
Vain Deceit, after the Traditions of Men, after the Rudiments 
ofthe World, and not after Chriſt ; for, in him dwellerh al) the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily : whatever you run after, and 
Jjoyn not tohim,whoſe Love and Power is maniteſt in the Inward 
Parts, your Hearts are Empty of the Divine Fulneſs, and you 
arc as a People Spoiled with the Cunning Craft and Devices of 
Men. Therefore cometo him, who is the Life, Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Light of the World, that you may feel him Inwardly Quickening 
of you, and Raiſing out of Death, Sins and Treſpaſſes ,; and know 
him Blotting Out the Hand-Writing of Ordinances, which'is 
contrary tous; his Power taking itout of the way,Nailing ir co 
his Croſs, which Slayes the Enmity, and Reconciles unts the Father, 
Epheſ.2.16,17, And through this Word, wheretfn is Life,is Peace 
preach<d unto the Soul,not only of thoſe who are nigh, but thoſe 
who are afar off, as tkey come to Embrace it. And if ye be Dead 
with Chriſt from the Rudiments of rhe World, why (as though li- 
ving in the World) are ye ſubje&t to Ordinances ? Why are ye 
ſubj & co the Ordinances of Men ; as, Infants Baptiſm, Bread 
and Wine (as term'd a Sacrament) and the like Outward Ordi- 
nances? The Counſel of God is, Touch rot, Tafte not, Handle rot 
theſe things. which all Periſh with the Ofing, being after the Command- 
ments and Dottrines of Men : Thefe indeed have a Shewof Wiſdom 
in Will-Worſhip,and vainly puffs up the Fleſhly Mind ; bart this 
 lsncta holding the Head, which is Chriſt ; inwwhom all the Bo- 
dy by Joynts and Binds, havingNouriſhmene miniſtred, the whole 
Members are knit ragether,and encreaſe with the Encreaſe of God. 
$9 this which C athers out of death, out of a periſhing ſtate, and Re- 
deems ito the Lite, is of more Value tous {whoare come to find 
the Preciouſneſs of it) then allthe World, with irs Ordinances. 


Obj. But ſome may ObjeR, Seeing you Deny onr Ordinances, and 
Way of Worſhip ; What ts yours > ana what u your Worſhip ? 

Avuſw. We whom theWorld'in Scorn calls ,Qzakers, all who 
are born a2ain of the Incorruptible Seed, are taughr of God, to 
- Obey and Follow him in his own- Ordinances , and the Princi- 
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ple of Lifeiwſich we bear Teſtimony unto, by which he Has alld 
us ourer Daxneſs, Sin and Iniquity, into the Glorious Liberty 


mg 


of the Sons of God, is that which was with the Fa» as Bi 
ther in the Beginning, bis Living Word, which is |, mw _ 
Light, and givesLight to every man that comes jn- hor _—_ 
to the World : This is that Foundation laid in $i- ©: 
ox, which none other can lay, on which we are built ;, in which 
Believing and Abiding we come to obtain Redemption, viz. The 
Salvation of our Souls : This is that Root of Feſſe which ſtands for 
an Enſign , to it ſhall the People ſeek, and his Reſt ſhall bz Glo- 
rious ; This is he in whom is all the Comfort, Peace and Satisfa- 
Rion to the ſoul ; The Gifr of God : The Covenant of Life : 
The Rock of Ages: The Shepberd and Biſhop of the ſoul : The 
True Vine, who makes every Branch Fruitful that dwells in him : 
The Captain of our Salvation, who has troden outthe Path Way 
of Sufferings for us ; who leads us by his Power, and not any that 
!love'and follow him ſhall Faint inthe Way : The Beloved Son 
of God, whom he ſent into the World, that whoſoever believes in 
him Gould not Periſh., This is that Life, Foundation and Principle 
which we own,in whom all that's Good is manifeſt ; and he leads 
us in the Way of his living Ordinances, or to Obey him in what 
be requirethofus; and it is, Firſt,To do ?afty. 2. Ts love Mercy. 
3. To Walk Humbly with eur God. 4. To Deny opnr ſelves, and take 
up his Croſs. 5. To love him,andkeep his Commands which Command- 
ment gives light and s as a Lamp to guide onr feet in the way of m——_ 
And this 1s the Ordinance and Statute from the Lord God,who 
is but one Lord, which extends unto Generations, and to be ob- 
ſerved by his People forever, i. e. Thow ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy Might , and 
theſe things which I command thee, thou ſhalt teach them diligently to thy 
Children ; thou ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, when 
thou walkeſt by the Way, when thou lieſt down, and when thon riſeſt np : 
then will the Lord love thee, and bleſs thee ;, yea, be will make thee a 
Bleſſing above all people, Deur. 6. | 


Now let's examine, who it is that keeps not theſe Ordinances;/. 


was it notin days paſt Revolting Backſlyding 1/rae!? and who is it 

now in theſe latter dayes, but who are weary of denying theni-' 

ſelves,and taking vp the Croſs, which is an inward Work,an Or- 
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dinance of Chriſt Jefus : Is.it not the Apoſtatiz'd Chriſtians, who 
have ſet up outward Croſles, outward Forms and Worthy s.Plca- 
ſing to the Fleſb,ſo the Power loft? and bas not the Lord now caufe 
ro complain, as in dayes paft ?. for his Spirit is Griey'd with ſuch 
a'people as this ; againſt whom he cauſed his Prophet Afalacbi to 
declare, Ye have gone away from mine Ordinances, and have not kept 
them : ye have ſaid, 1ts in vain to ſerve God , and what profit u is that 
we have kept his Ordinance, and that we have walkgd mournfully before 
the Lord of Hoſts ? ſo that now ye call the Prona Happy, and thoſe thas 
wark_ Wickedneſs are ſet up. When the Eye 1s opened with the True 
Eye-ſalve, Chriſtendom who is Apoſtatizd from the Life, will 
ſee themſelves in this ſtate, and look upon him whom they have 
pierced, and Mourn : Here is the Way for you to return to God, 
inthe Light , then ſaith the Lord, will Return to you, ang Heal 
your Backslidings, and receive you gratiouſly , for why will you de in 
this Revolting State ? You that feel God ſtriving with you in his 
Spirit,give up to be guided by 1t ;, for, in that is Peace, and nor 
in the works of the Fleſh : for it is in the Work of the Spirit we 
declare unto you, Ged # well-pleaſed,, and through this we are led 
out of the Apoſtacy, the Vail of Darkneſs, which has cover'd the 
whole Earth in many Generations, 1s rent; and the Lord has bro- 
ken forth in the Brightneſs of his Glory, and hath ſhined in our 
Hearts, to give us the Knowledge of himſelf in the Face of Jeſus 
Chriſt; by which Power we are led out of the fallen ſtate and 
fallen Worſhip, into his own Worlhip, which he ap- 

The True pointed fn the Primitive Times ; wherein he ſaid,The 
Wer ſhip of Hour cometh, and now #, thoſe that worſhip the Fatber muſt 
God come Worſhip him in Spirit and in Trath , for ſuch he then ws 
into. (ani now is) ſeeking to worſvip binr: And he has ga- 
ther'd, a Remnant, who affcmble themſclves together 

in his Fear, to worſhip. him in Spirit and Truth (in 2 lingle O- 
bedience to him the Prince of Peace) and his Power and Preſence 
according to his Promiſes felt in the midſt. And he reveals his 
Love, Vertue and Holineſs to our Inward Parts, through which 
he makes glad our ſouls, and feeds the Hungry with his Living 
Bread, ' and refreſhes the Thirſty with bis Wine renewed in his 
Kingdom, where we become Right Communicants with bim,and 
"the Communion of Saints witneſs ; And we can ſay of a truth, 
k VS In 
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EDrikO Beloved., for he it is who knocks at the Door of our 
whoſe Voice we bear, and he comes in unto us, and ſups with as, 

«nd we ſup with him, which Life, and gives Life to our Souls. © 
Nowagain, Ifay unto you, who 1o much look at this Ordi- 
nance, as you call it, of Bread and Wine , Are you come to hear 
his Voice, which ſhakes the Earth, and makes the Foundations 
thereof move out of its place, that opens the hearr,and gives you 
to handle and taſte of that which is Living Nopgrithment ;, then 
are you true Communicants of this Supper of the Lord with him. 
Andif you do not Eat and Drink Unworthily, then are you kept 
out of ſin, which is the Soul's Sickneſs; yon are kepr out of Weak- 


neſs, which is the Ground of ImperfeRion ; you are kept out of ' 


Carnal Security, which is a Cold and Luke-warm Condition. 
Bur come, let us Reaſon with you ; 15 not this one Cauſe why ſo. 
many are lick, full of fin and iniquity, and plead for it term of 
life ; why you cannot enter into this Perfect Holy Way of God, 
which is PerfeRtion in this life, you ſo much ſtumble at, why you. 
arenot at all fervent and zealous for the Truth vpon the Earth, 
but rather Oppoſers and tighters againſt it ;. as Zanzes and Fam- 
bres withſtood. Hoſes, ſo do you now withitand Chriſt Jeſus, the 
True Light : is not thj& a great. Cauſe,think you(lay it to heart ; 
it will reach to God's Witneſs in you) every one Eating and Drin- 
king alittle Outward Bread & Wine,nor diſcerning the Lord's Bodyechis 
with your Ceremonies, Baptiſms and humane Taventions,tn which you 
think you are made bztter,many thouſands of Souls are deceived : 
ſo upon proof & try3l, by the Spirit of God, you are found: to be 
thoſe who feed upon that which peritheth,the Commands and Do- 
Erines of Men, and come not to the Straight Way, which. leads to 
Life, to obey God in Spirit, wherein the Commands and ſour. 
Do&rine of Chriſt Jeſus ts followed, loved and practiced :. fo we 
declare unto all people in the Name and Fear of the Lord, That 
our aſſembliig and meeting togesher ts in the Power aud Spirit of God 
(not in a Pretence, neither contrary to the Oraer aud $ ond Doftrine de= 
clared of in Scripture, as the Wor'd would accuſe us) towait on him, 
and worjhip him, who is the Ouly True Living God, in whoſe Light we 


ſee more Light, in whoſe Preſence is F.lneſs of 7oy, and at his Right-hand 
# Pleaſures for evers;ore, And in the Pourings in of. his Spiritg 


E 2 ., which-- 


:thixtrue Shepherd'in the Goſpel Feliowſhip,. Za _ 
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F be Preaching which he hath ſenc into on! arts... ? chis the 
of the Goſpel #12 Spirit of Jeſus, is preache@&ama@pifhed co 
the Pourings inof vs the Glad-tidings of the Goſpel, thei gs 
God's Spirit. appertaining to the Kingdom of God, 
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which is 
Life,and Peace and Salvation,in which we par. 
take of the Right Communion of Saints, the feeding on that Li- 
ving Eread, which comes from Heaven, and a renewing of our 
Faith,which ſtands in God(the Author and Preſerver of 1t) which 
Faith gives Vitory over the World, in which we build up one 
another, as in dayes paſt. And our ſitting together in the Hea- 
venly Places, the Spirit of Truth makes manifeſt in us, ſo the 
Spiendor and Beauty of thar Primitive Church (which many has 
ſo Apoſtatiz'd from). God Almighty, the 7ehovah, is cauling to 
1M break forth again in theſe latter days; for the time'is come where- 
| ©. . 1n theprecious Things of God are more perfc&ly conlidered;and 
weare Witneſſes of his Power and Love, that beis Ariſing ang 
Ariſen to bring down all! Ungodlinefs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
men,which ſtands in Oppoſition to this bis own Work, 


ObjeR. But ſome Obje&t, Ten are a People that {wage all others | 
beſides your (elves, and ſet up your own Righteouſneſs. 


Anſw., We would not have you miſtake us inthis thing, nei- 
ther any of you, whoſe Deſires .are after God, be carried Head- 
long with the Error of the Wicked : For we, who are guided by 
che Spirit of Trutb, judge nothing before the time ; but the time 
for Sin to be Judged and Condemned is come : heis come who is 
our Life and Light, and gives true Judgment to us; whocon- 

- vinceth the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs and of Judgment , 
of Sin, becarſe they believe not on me ,, of Righteouſneſs, becanſe I po 
ro the Father; of Judgment, becanſe the Princh of thu World u judged, 

Now as you come to the Light,the Spirit of Frgtb,which lets you 
* {ee lin, the ſame is that which judgeth : itsinfthis Spirit, and not 

| If another, we teſtifie agiinſt al! Unrtghteouſneſs, which is ſin, 
$:...- and judges it where- ever it is brought forth, that the Soul char 
4 comes t0 hear may be redeenied out of it,and come to live: Becayſe 
BT reſtific againſt the World, that the works thereof are Evil, am I Hated, 
Chriſt, John 7:7. | 
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emy of thyPdor ſoul, which muſt be Deſtroyed, or thou runneſt 
4ongto Neſtruction : And the Work of the Spirit of God 
is to juGge out this Nature of Unbelief, which was io the Jews, 
(aod nowinthoſe called Chriſtians) to whom its ſaid, Except ye 
Believethat Iam He, yeſhall dye in your Sins. Sothat Unbelicf of 
the Light isthat Sandy Foundation on which Multitudes. build ; 
hence come to dye in their (ins, and never enter-into the r7ze Ref 
which is prepar'd for the People of God : For, with whom was 
God not well pleaſed, whoſe Carcaſes fell in the Wilderneſs, but 
thoſe who Believed not ? C2 | 
adly, The Righteouſneſs which js of Self. (is Judged by vs) 
which was that the. Seribes and Phariſees bad* in 'a great manner; 
who made clean the Out-ſide of the Cup and Platter, who Garnifvedthe 
Sepulchres of the Righteous but Inwardly were full cf Dead Mens Bones, 
fall of Ruttenne(s, Deceit, Malignity : therefore Chriſt ſaith to his 
Followers, Excejt jour. Righteonſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
__Scribes and Phariſees, ye canxot enter the Kingdom of Heaven, Now, 
what 1s it that can diſcern between the Righteouſneſs. that is cf 
Man in the natural ſtate, placed through the. Evil Imaginations 
that are inthe Heart, and that continually ; what is that muſt 
judge out and rent this menſiryous Cloth which is Odious to 
God, and Corrupts the Soul, is the matter of concernrwent to 
know, tbat- the Soul may fecl thg Righteouſneſs which is of the 
Father ; for al] beſides it is unprofitable ; and Chriſt is come to 
judge it, becavſe it leads not to the Father ; we certainly affirm, | 
in the Word of the Lord,is this Powex and Authority (Heb,4.12.) 
for that is ſharper then a Two-edged Sword, it divideth betwixt 
the Soul and the Spirit (which ſpirit luſteth. co Envy, and that 
which is Evil, where tbe Self-righteouſneſs lodgeth) irs a Diſcer>. 
ner of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, in which Word, 
Light and Spirit many Sons & Daughters do experience this trye 
Diviſion, of cutting down and ſeparating the Righteouſnefs 
which is of Self,” and plavting in the Righteouſneſs which is of 
Chrilt Jeſus.in our hearts ,which leads unto the Eather: but whil& 


it Ne Th $; this. torments nothing bat the World, the Eo = a 


we follow'd'after theRighteouſneſs which ſtands.in the Self-works., at 


and Obſervations, Commands and DoQtrines of men contain'd ig:F 


Outward Ordinances, we AY that wherein is Life 
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becavſe we ſtumbled ar the Scumbling-ſtone, which'{s tip 
as it is written, Behold, T lay in Sion 4 Stumbling-fhune's Roth Of- 
fence ; whoſoever believeth on him ſhall not be aſhamed, Rom. g. 33. 
Bleſſc4 are they who come to this Stone, and are not offended in 
him ; but patiently waic to be clothed with his own-Righteouf- 
neſs that leads unto the Father. AY. © © 14 
3dly, All Judgment is committed to the Son ; whoare #2ther'd 
unto him partake with him'of his Righteous Judgment, and thar 
ſands upon rhe Head of Tranſgreſlors, who have not the Lighr, 
ſobring not their Deeds to the Light, bur hate it, teſt their 


4 Deeds ſhould be reproved : And this i the Condemnation , that 
Light s come into the Warld, and men loue Darkne(s rather they Light, 
* This Judgment ſtands over the Prince of the World, though he 


hach many Subjects yet in power, which riſe up againſt the R I8h- 
teous Heritage in the way of Falſe Judgment, who with Lyes, 
Slanders and Reproaches condemn the Innocent. And ma- 
ny under this falſe Judgment (which the Spirit of Jeſus is come 
ro Reprove) have been put to Cruel Snfferings, Loſſes and Impri- 
ſonments : The Apoſtle notes ſuch, wherein he ſaith, 7 have kil- 
led the ?uſt, and he hath not Reſiſted : bur does not the Lord take no- 
tice of all theſe things? and he is ariſing in his Mighty Power, 
who puts on Righteouſneſs as a Breſt-plate, and the Garment of 
Vengeance for;Cloathing : and he hath ſaid, Actording to the 
Deeds of the Wicked, accordimly he will Repay Fury to bis Adverſaries. 
And though multitudes (Gopy ind AMagey } thould riſ: up againſt 
vs, yet the Promiſe'ſtands ſure to the Seed, No Weapon formed ſhall 
proſper, and every Tongne that ſhall riſe againſt 14 in } ndgment ſhall be 
condemned : this is the Heritage of the Servants of the Lord, and their 
Righteouſneſs 1s of me, ſaith the Lord, 11a, 54. 17, 


ObjcR. Another Objection there is in ſome, who ſay, We 
Deny the Scriptures. ; 


Anſ. We are ſo far from denying the Scyipearer,that according 
= ro Truth, A/ Scriptare given by Inſpiration,s: profitable for DoQrine, 
op 435 for Reproof for Correttion, for Inſtr utttion4n' Righteouſneſs.thatthe AManof 
> Bad way be per felt ;thorowly fur ni/h'd unro all Good rorksguns: we own, 

at which is pure, the Ioſpiration of the 'Almighry which: gives 
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tree Knowledge, we are Witneſſes of ; and for it haveſuffer'd, - 
and de@-1mprifon'd, by the Generation of thoſe who. erc from 
this," not knowing the Scripture, nor. the Power of Godlineſs : 
For, 'arethey not'1gnorant of che Scripture, who take the Letter 
for the Word: Hathew, Mark, Lake and John forthe Goſpel? 
whereas the Scripture faith, The Letter Kills; but the Spirit gives 
Life : And, Inthe Beginning was the Ward, which was before the 
Letter, which Word #s God, which Word us Life,and the Life is the Light 
of men, John 1.1,2,3. And thoſe four' Diſciples, who were' Eye. 
Witneſſes, with many others, of the pretious Things which bad been 
delivered tothem ; their Teſtimony is only, That their Writings 
is aſetting forth in order a Declaration of thoſe things moſt certainly be+ 
lieved among them : Then the Goſpel we believe 15 that the Apoſtle 
declares of it in his TrueWitneſs-bearing to be the Power of God to 
Salvation, Rom. 1. 16. it gave him power over Sin, over the Bo- 
dy of Death, which he cry'd out to be deliver'd from ; the Vi- 
Rory being obtain'd through the Goſpel,he thank'd Ged through 
Chriſt Jeſus, And the beginning of the Goſpel, which fark de- 
clares of, was not his Writing, but a Manifeitation of what was . 
written in the Prophets, even a Powerful Voice, as onecrying in 
the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, make his 
Paths firaight. The Work of the Goſpel is a Work of What the 
God in the Inward Parts, which over- powers and ex- Goſpel is, 
pels the work of Darkneſs ; and its not bid from any, 
but thoſe whom the Godd of the World hath blinded their Eyes, 
leſt the Light of the Glorious Goſpel ſhovid ſhine in their hearts ; 
Now many read the Scriptures of Adatthew, Mark, Luke & 7ohn, 
O&. = remain blind, ſhut up asto the Faith, . as the Fews, who 
had the Prophets Declarations, which teſtifieg plainly of the true 
Mefſias, yet when he came and dwelt amongſt them they believed 
not on him. And Pas/ mentions to the Philippians, That in rhe 
beginning of the Goſpel, which was the Entrance of God's Power intheir 
Hearts, which raiſed up the fervent Love in them, even the firſt Love ts 
God, which was pretioms (and is pretious ſtill in all who partake of it) 
how ready they were to Communicate, and to receive him above many 8+ M1 
ki And Holy Men ſpoks forth the Scripture as moved Ad the Healy th Fe 
Gnfſt. is pr of” - 3s 


And this which proceeds from the Spirit of God. 
table to us, who love the Lord. And we can ſay withouh 
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(that's excluded) that Prople is there walk more anſwerapie to. $0 
exre then we ? ' For the Scripture bears a C_ vViIehiſagainſt 
all.the fallen falſe Ways and Worſhips, ſer up in-the/WilbofMan ; 
whoſe Works are'now found our rode fuch -asthe Prophet Aficah 
was [car roicry out 2gainſt (Afic. 3). Who bwilt wp Ston' with Blood 
#d leruſalem with Iniquity', the Heads thereof juaye for Reward, and 
the Prieſts thereef teach for Hire. And- the Scripture teſtifies with 
us ag2inſt all. thoſe Miniſters of Antichriſt, who preach for Tyths 
or Hire now. in the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which he, the Author of 
Glad-tidings, Chriſt Jeſus, came to put an End to.: And are 


= =: they norlike unto thoſe Phariſees marked out in U4at:23.4,5,6,7 ? 


But Feſus gave Commiſſion to his Diſciples and Minifters, to Teach all 
N ations, Baptizing them into the Name of the Father, Son & Holy Ghoſt: 
which was not outward Water (but 1s that One Baptiſm, accor- 
ding as before declared) and fet-forth their Wages, which was 
enly and reſtrictively, Food and Raiment ;, and not to make them- 
ſeives Rich with Por Mens Laboars, .as the Miniſters of. the:Let- 
ter now-do : But thoſe whom God hath mage able Miniſters of the 
Spirir, as they have received the Gift of God, Freely they give ic. 
So the Scripture is profitable to us for theſe things zand reproves 
the Falſe Worlhippers, and Perſecutors of God's Children ;/and 
if they did mind the Power of God, which the Scripture declares 
of, ic would inſtruct them in Righteouſneſs, to grow up in the 
Truth, & become Children of God, Perfe&; which is the tendance 
of Scripture,as given by Inſpiration : ſo let them either own Pex - 
fe&tion, or deny the Scripture, which we witneſs, that given by 
Inſpiratioo,'is to this End, That the Afar of God be Perfett,throughly | 

furniſhed to all good Works ; and the Work, of God's Miniſtry: ts ts make 

Perfett, and the Heavenly Wiſdom is preavhed to them that are Perfelt, | 
2 Tim.3.16, Eph.3.123. 1 Cor.2.6. Thus. we are Witneſſes of 
the Glory.and Power of God ariling in the Hearts of his People 
(whom he has.choſen to do his Will) which Power 15, to break 

down every Image ſet-up: in Oppolition to his own Name (tor 

_ that alone muſt beExalted which to us that love the Lord(though 

bated of the World,wbich lies in Wickednels)) is become a5 &Pre- 

- tious Oyntment, in which Name we feel Preſeryation,. and aze 

eqabled to Praiſe him inthe Land of the-Liviog. "So be. ze. . 


T4h9, 


f, - 


aftty, Let the little Flock, whothmy 
ght of his Countenance has gathere 


Lebold our 


may {tand as one, Members of that Body which is pure, whereof * 
Chriſtis the Head ; And inthe Counſel of God, which through © 
the Living Power he bas placed in vs, feel our Abiding ; ,in »bich - -- 
Springs of Life and Vertne flows in unto ourSquls,to keep us in the Sweet 
Savorr, and Unity one with another ,, which was the Prayer of >our © 
Lord and Saviour, That all his might be bound up in one with him ,_ 
wherein he ſaieh,in the Spirir of his Father, As thos, Father, art in 
me, and Tinthee, let theſe alſo ve One in 1, that the World may beliete 
thou haſt ſent me ? F 

And Friends, Thoſe who ſeem to be of us; yet in Faithfulneſs 3 
abide not with us, not denying themſelves,and tike up the Croſs to 
the World, and its Corruptions , the Love to that ſtill remains 
more then to God : ſuch rather would draw you from the Life- 
ro glory in your Fleſh : For the Liberty promiſed unto felf - 
ſprings-not from the True Root, Chriſt Jeſus , the Eye kept open+; 
by God is quick to give you a Diſcerning betmixt the Pretiougy 
and the Vile ; with-that whieh is Pretious joyn, where the Fealt#* 
theLord is wy placed, and love to be a Comparion of it, javbinen; 
ſincere. Walking before the Lord we adorn the Gofel, and- el Comfort? 


we o# # 
p: ah. Saks; 
Va oP I'S ne” RS - 


Sik. 
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F'Y Fara era Tither' 7, wh planted, whi _ 
UG gs forth Fruit unto him + And in og 
torified, Thac ye bring forth much Feaity intel 


” Love atid Vertue all his Little Ones 'are- commended. W; 
+ - find aſ3fe Habitation in the Name of the Lord; under the$h 
of whoſe Wings our Repoling is, till all the. Storms & Caſa - 0 

_ beover-paſt : For, the Violence and Unrighteouſneſs which the 
 - whole Earth (in ics corrupred ſtate) is filled with, muſt come to 

"- an End, but Righteouſneſs, Peace and Truth ( the Government 
of the Son) which the Children of God are made Parcakers of, 
ſha{} never Have an End, 


Tte Life and Power is row ariſen over all, 

which brings tht Soul ont of its Dreadful Fall. 
t The Man of Sin « Cruſh't, and Brniſed under, 
i: through FaithinChriſft, who Cleaves the Rocks afſwnder : 
_ Where \_ of Water flow unto onr Souls, 

and makes us more Rejoyce then they that drink i in Bowls, 
In dayes of Ignorance, before the Light ſprung wp, 
: . wefelt not this, with him the Lamb to Sup, 


Samuel Watſon. 


